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November 2021 



DATE USHERS SCRIPTURE 
READER 

CHILDREN’S 
TIME 

AUDIO SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Nov 7 John & Michelle Kucera Michelle Kucera Pastor Mike Bergstrom Amy Holcomb 

 Jason & Tara Tracy     

      

      

Nov 14 Leon & Jennifer Smith Jessica Kier Amy Holcomb Holcomb Brandon & Betty Jacques 

 Tyson & Jessica Kier     

      

      

Nov 21 John & Michelle Kucera Tara Tracy Michelle Kucera Rockefeller Christina Davis 

 Jason & Tara Tracy     

      

      

Nov 28 Leon & Jennifer Smith Jennifer Smith Jessica Kier Krier Stephanie Leisinger 

 Tyson & Jessica Kier     

      

 

Kathy Leisinger 11-02 Samuel Kucera 11-13 Debra Fox 11-22 

Pam Godberson 11-03 Carol McGregor 11-16 Sean Chism 11-23 

Brandon Jacques 11-03 Gabe Evans 11-16 Heather Smallcomb 11-24 

Eddie Winchester 11-03 Delphina Kollars 11-17 Chelsie Bergstrom 11-24 

Jacob Kucera 11-04 Kaleigh Carr 11-17 Ryan Milks 11-26 

Daniel Leisinger 11-5 Baylee McAtee-Kern 11-19 Lance Bailey 11-30 

Jazmyne McCall 11-07 Emma Christensen 11-19 Aiden McCormick 11-30 

Ray Winchester 11-07 Mercedes Vasquez 11-19 Kasey Whiteface 11-30 

Nancy Jader 11-09 Bob Owen 11-21 Carolyne Swanson 11-30 

Caly Kenkel 11-10   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Church – like seasons – always changing  
      If I’m honest, I’m not looking forward to it. Over the last few 

weeks the temperatures have been falling and the extended 

forecast is now talking about snow. I know technically it’s only 

been “fall” for a little over a month, and the winter solstice 

actually isn’t until December 21st, but once we start getting 

regular freezing temperatures and snow, it’s winter in my mind.  

      I’ve shared here before that the winter months are hard on me emotionally. Less sunshine and not 

being able to get out in nature leaves me feeling down in the dumps. Don’t get me wrong, there are 

parts of this season I love as well. Watching the leaves change is beautiful, my seasonal allergies ease, 

and a freeze can mean the end to all those pesky flies and mosquitos. I was able to enjoy fall sports 

season and watch more Gibbon games this year than ever before. But winter is just not something I 

look forward to. I sometimes wonder if I’d like living in a place where the change of seasons is 

minimal. I might like the weather more, but there’s nothing that beats the people in the Midwest.  

     Earth sciences was never one of my favorite subjects, but I know the change of seasons is 

necessary for the ecosystem here. Everything from soil moisture levels to proper growth cycles for 

plants rely on the change in seasons. Even a mild winter can cause huge changes to the insect 

population. These seasonal changes are necessary, but that doesn’t mean I’m always happy about it.  

     If I’m honest, that’s probably true about other changes in life as well. Sure, there are some changes 

we look forward to seeing. But there are others we wish could be avoided, even if they are necessary. 

Like it or not, change is a reality of life, and the life of the church as it turns out.  

     It’s amazing when I realize I’ve been at Faith United for over 6 years. Sometimes I can’t believe it’s 

been that long. Other times I’m astonished at all that’s happened. Our amazing new parsonage and 

an incredible pantry not only didn’t exist when I came, these things weren’t even something the 

church would have considered. We’ve seen the ebb and flow of VBS and youth group. We’ve survived 

not one, but two different floods in our community and stepped up in amazing ways as a community 

of faith. There have been some incredible changes over the years.  

    But also some changes we may not have chosen.  There have been some incredible leaders who 

have moved away, stepped back from leadership, or even passed away. As hard as it was to see them 

go, it was part of the cycle of life – as a species and as an organization – because it’s allowed for other 

great leaders to step up. I’ve seen youth on fire during Confirmation disappear, and conflicts cause 

people to step back from their faith. Change isn’t always easy or what we want to have happen.  

     As Faith United, as a denomination, and as the church universal, we are in the midst of changes. 

What's it look like to move more of church online? What’s the “new normal” for attendance look like 

as COVID becomes a norm? What does it mean if the denomination splits? How will pastoral 

shortages affect Faith United? Our world and church keep changing because of us and in spite of us. 

Sometimes we get in the mindset that “we’ve always done it that way.” Now we have to ask “why we 

do it that way” or maybe even “what if we can’t do it that way?” Change happens, whether we want 

it or not. And how we “do” church might not look the same. But thankfully the mission never changes. 

We are still the body of Christ.     
 



Ham and turkey up for next Saturday Potluck 
     Get your Thanksgiving fix early! We’ll be having ham, 

turkey and cheesy potatoes for our next Saturday Potluck on 

November 13th. We’ll provide the main course as well as 

drinks and table service. You’re encouraged to bring a salad, 

side, or dessert to share as well.  

     Join us for worship at 6pm or just come for the meal 

following at approximately 6:45pm. We are so excited to 

have a chance to fellowship with one another again! 

 

Faith United hosting Community Thanksgiving  
     We have so much to be thankful for. One of the 

wonderful gifts we sometimes take for granted is 

community. Join us for this year’s community 

Thanksgiving meal and show your thanks with your 

friends and neighbors.  

     This year’s meal will be on Sunday, November 

21st at 6pm. The event is organized by the Gibbon 

Ministerial Association (GMA) and will be hosted 

by Faith United again this year. The meal is free 

and open to everyone. We encourage you to be 

inviting people to attend as we celebrate the gift of 

community.  

     Like any good Thanksgiving meal, there are a 

few staples that are a must. If you would be willing to help provide some of the food for this meal, 

please sign up in the Fellowship Hall or contact pastor Mike at the church office. We’re looking for 

someone to make a turkey, a ham, and several people to bring a salad, side dish, or dessert.  

There will be a free-will offering collected that night for our GMA fund. This fund is used to help with 

such needs as gas vouchers, grocery assistance, rental assistance, and hotel rooms for stranded 

travelers. Every request is approved by 2 GMA churches before funds are given out, and our combined 

efforts help our assistance go farther! Come support our community working together for Christ!  

 

All Saints set for Nov. 7th    
     The Apostle Paul reminds us we are “surrounded by a great 

cloud of witnesses.” Each of us has a faith story that has been 

impacted by others, some who have gone on before us. While we 

don’t recognize saints in the same way some denominations do, 

we certainly take note of how others have helped us on our 

journey. 

     Join us as we remember those who have gone before us from 

our Faith United family this year. Those who have gone to be 

with Christ this last year become our “cloud of witnesses.”  



COVID response stays same 
     Numbers aren’t doing what we wanted. After a steady 

drop in COVID cases through the spring and early summer, 

numbers in Buffalo County remain at about 190 new cases a 

week. The severity of COVID in our area can fluctuate 

quickly, so the Administrative Council has opted for a scaled 

response plan. Based on the number of cases in Buffalo 

County as reported by Two Rivers Public Health Department, 

our policies and practices for the week will shift to one of 5 levels.  

Level 0 – less than 50 cases reported in county during week – No signs on doors, no masks set out and 

no restrictions of any kind.  

Level 1 – 50-149 cases in county during week – Masks are OPTIONAL, signs on doors, and masks set 

out at the doors. No other restrictions or rules.  

Level 2 – 150-249 cases in county during week – Masks are ENCOURAGED, signs on doors, masks 

available at doors, and communion servers required to wear masks.  

Level 3 – 250 to 399 cases reported in county during week – Masks are RECOMMENDED, signs on 

doors, masks available, and all those serving in worship (ushers, greeters, readers, etc.) are required to 

wear masks unless seated at least 6 feet from others.  

Level 4 – 400 or more cases in county during week – Masks are REQUIRED, signs on doors, masks 

available, and everyone must be masked to come into the building and remain masked unless at least 6 

feet from others. Masks will be required for singing and every other pew closed to allow social 

distancing.  

     We know not everyone will agree with these limits. Some may think they are too restrictive. Others 

may think they are not enough. But this scaled response allows us to adjust as needed. As a point of 

reference, since April of 2020 Buffalo County has reached the level 4 threshold 2 weeks, and the level 

3 threshold 6 times including in August. As always, we encourage people to make the decision that fits 

best for them, but also respect the limitations set by our local leaders. If you have questions or 

concerns, please feel free to share with Pastor Mike anytime.  

 

Nov. 7th is new date for Church Conference 
    Connectional, and congregation led. That’s part of what makes 

United Methodism so unique. Due to COVID, the date has been 

changed. Now, on Sunday Nov. 7th at 2pm all members of Faith 

United are invited to join other area churches in our district for our 

annual church meeting. This year we will meet by ZOOM with us 

gathering in our Fellowship Hall as a church. We will worship 

online with area churches, hear from our District Superintendent, 

celebrate the incredible ways Faith United has been touching lives, 

and complete the needed business of the year including approving 

our 2022 budget and leadership, as well as approve new Endowment policies. It’s so much more than 

just a business meeting.  It’s an incredible opportunity to interact with other churches. Faith United is 

amazing, but we can grow by learning and sharing with others. And, by working together, we have the 

chance to push for social change in Gibbon and beyond. How we do ministry, how we change the 

world is not a decision for just the pastor or a few leaders to make. We are the church together!  

 



Church has incredible response to Capital Campaign 
     It’s done! Believe it or not, less 
than 50 days after we started raising 
funds, we have enough given or 
pledged to completely cover all 8 
projects in our Capital Campaign. 
There were 34 different families who 
pledged or gave to the effort and 10 
family memorials that funded the 
kitchen remodel. While we still have 
a little over $12,000 pledged that is 
not yet received, we are moving 
ahead and trusting all those pledges will be met in full.  

In total there were 8 projects totaling $77,200 in needs. In order of priority they were: Roof 
Replacement ($32,000), Parsonage loan ($4,900), Sanctuary Screens ($6,500), Sanctuary lights 
($1,500), Storage room flooring ($1,500), Fellowship Hall lights ($2,800), Kitchen remodel ($13,000), 
Heat and AC replacement fund ($15,000).  

In the coming months we’ll see progress on these projects. Due to the fluctuating costs in the 
construction field right now we are getting new bids for the roof and recognize that may change. The 
Parsonage loan will be paid off by November 1 and we’ll plan a celebration for being debt-free on this 
project. New TV’s for the sanctuary have been ordered as have the new lights for the Sanctuary. A 
display of the different kitchen remodel designs are currently in the Fellowship Hall. We’re taking 
feedback on these choices before Trustees make final decisions on November 3rd.  

 

Sew ‘n’ Sew Fall Bazaar on books for Nov. 6  
     Fresh rolls, homemade pies, assorted baked goods, crafts, gift 
baskets and more will be available during the Sew ‘n’ Sew’s fall 
Bazaar. This year’s event has been moved up to Saturday November 
6th from 9am -1pm. Join us to shop 
for some wonderful goodies and 
holiday gifts. The proceeds from this 
event will go to support various 
mission projects and programs 
including helping the group continue 
making and shipping prayer quilts 

and blankets to those in our community and around the country.  
     In the last year the Sew ‘n’ Sews have  contributed to the Capital 
Campaign, bought new freezers for the church, supported the Food 
Pantry, and provided money for the Gibbon Public School’s 
discretionary fund and FBLA, just to name a few. Not to mention the 
incredible number of quilts they have provided over the years.  These 
ladies do amazing work for our church and community. Come 
support them as they support others! Stop by and help this group to help others! 



Free Pantry signed up for GWYL again   
       The Gibbon Free Pantry will again be part of the 

Kearney Area Give Where You Live campaign. This 

one-day community-wide fundraiser is set for 

Thursday, December 2nd and offers a chance for 

different organizations and non-profits to showcase 

their programs and secure online donations. Not only 

can you give a gift during this time, every online gift 

qualifies our organization for a variety of additional 

gifts such as matching donations, random “golden 

ticket” winners and special “power hour” winners every hour of the day. So every gift also gives the 

Free Pantry a shot at additional funding too! You can find out more details about these additional ways 

to win from the Give Where You Live website.  

     This will be our 4th year participating. In the first three 

years we received more than $7,000 including $4,000 last 

year. Our goal for 2021 is $4,500. It’s a big number, but there 

is also a big need. 

    Since opening our doors, we’ve seen nearly 400 different 

families come through our doors and more than 8,500 visits 

total. And the need since the COVID pandemic began has increased. In the past year we’ve also made 

deliveries to families under quarantine who couldn’t get out to come on their own. But in order to meet 

this need we’ve had to purchase food on top of the donations and items we are able to get from the 

Food Bank of the Heartland.  

     In the first 9 months of 2021, we’ve received more than 20,000 lbs of food from Heartland, nearly 

19,000 lbs of produce through Farmers to Families, and purchased an estimated 11,000 lbs locally to 

keep up with demand.  

     This fall we are also working with the school to see about starting a satellite location in their 

building for latch-key kids who may not be able to come to the pantry. But, we are blessed that with no 

rent costs, no staff costs, and no utility costs. So 100% of donations can go directly to buying food! It’s 

a huge ministry, but is only possible through the generosity of others. Mark your calendar now and 

consider giving a gift as part of this incredible fundraiser.  

 

Great Plains event seeks childcare help 
       The Great Plains conference is looking for childcare help for an event in 

Kearney Nebraska on January 25-26 at the Younes Conference Center. The 

annual Orders and Fellowship meeting is a training for the roughly 500 clergy, 

Local Pastors, and Lay Ministers who serve the United Methodist Churches in 

Kansas and Nebraska. Anyone willing to be Safe Gatherings certified (with the 

church reimbursing for the training) is eligible, and you would be paid for your 

time. If interested contact: Julie Kohr, Administrative Assistant of the Great 

Plains Conference at 785-414-4217 or by emailing her at jkohr@greatplainsumc.org 

mailto:jkohr@greatplainsumc.org


Chances to connect with wider church coming up 
Pleasanton UMC Fall Bazaar and Dinner 
Sunday, Nov. 7 11am-1pm 

Serving Mushroom Steak, Mashed Potatoes & Gravy, Sauerkraut, Corn, 

Green Beans, Rolls, Salads, Pies, Desserts Tea & Coffee.  Please join us for 

a great meal and fellowship. Be sure to check out the silent auction and 

“Country Store.” 
 

Jumpstart: Ideas and Inspiration for post pandemic 
Saturday, November 13, 10:30 AM to 2:30 PM 

First United Methodist Church, Hastings, 

Nebraska (614 N Hastings Ave) 

A four-hour gathering for all interested in 

hearing and sharing messages of God’s 

activities and the hope that God brings. 

Includes lunch, refreshments, various speakers 

and music led by Kevin and Heidi Cheng.  

REGISTRATION and COST: $10.00 payable 

on arrival, but must message your contact information, and how many you are registering, to: Doug 

Kallesen, dkallesen@neb.rr.com or call 402-563-1570 (landline) or you can text or call 402-909-4088.  

 

Fall Soup Lunch and Raffle 
Sunday, November 14, 11am-1pm 

Sacred Heart Catholic Church Divine Hall 508 

“B” Street, Shelton 

Serving chicken noodle, chili, and vegetable 

beef soups; grilled cheese sandwiches; carrots 

and dip; drinks; and homemade desserts. Free-

will offering. Plus a raffle to win a cash prize or 

a homemade pie each month for a year. Plus 

bake sale items on hand.  

 

Crossroads Thanksgiving Meal 
Thursday, November 25, 2pm 

1404 E 39th Street Kearney or  

702 W 14th Street Hastings 

Crossroads Mission Avenue would like 

to invite and welcome anyone who has 

no place to be or would like to gather 

with others for Thanksgiving to please 

come to our mission in either Hastings or 

Kearney to join us for a warm meal and fun. Call 308-236-5688 or 402-462-6460 for more information. 



Gideon’s return for presentations during worship 
From hotel rooms to college campuses, the Word of God has 

made it into the hands of countless people at just the right 

moment because of the work of Gideon’s International. This 

privately funded ministry puts Christ at people’s fingertips. On 

Saturday November 13 and Sunday the 14th a representative from 

Gideon’s will come share about the incredible ministry of sharing 

God’s word and how our support helps make it possible. Come 

hear from a Gideon’s representative and consider giving a gift 

that could change a life forever. 

 

 

 

Dear United Methodist Women, 

     Thank you for your generous donation to the SAFE Center in September.  Your donation offers 

hope to families affected by domestic and sexual violence.  Your donation is great appreciated! 

Sincerely, 

 

SAFE Center staff, Volunteers, and Board of Directors. 

  

Dear Sew N Sews 

      Thank you for you incredible donation of $1,000 to our “Maintaining for our Future” campaign.  

Your gift was matched making a $2,000 impact!  All you do for our church, community, and God’s 

Kingdom is amazing.  Thanks again! 

In Christ, 

 

Pastor Mike 

 
 



CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA ORDER FORM 

$17.00 EACH 
Orders must be in the church office 

No later than Wednesday Dec. 1st  
I would like _____ Poinsettia(s) ordered in  

  

Memory of _________________________________________________________ 

Or in 

Honor of ___________________________________________________________ 

  

I have enclosed $__________ to cover the cost 

  

MY/Our Name(s) is/are ________________________________________________ 

  

Phone Number _______________________________ 
 

 

Hospital/Home visits up to you 
Most hospitals and care homes are starting to resume clergy visits, but 

every place is different.  As a church, we have always relied on individuals and 
families letting us know when someone is in the hospital. HIPPA laws mean 
the hospital does not inform us. Whether it’s a hospital visit, care home visit, 
or in your home visit, call if you want the pastor to stop by. 

  
 

Spots open to sign up for Sunday snack time  
     It’s amazing how cookies and a cup of coffee can make 

connecting easier. At Faith United we want everyone who worships 

with us to feel welcome and our snack time is one of the ways to do 

that. We are working to fill our calendar with people who would 

help prepare and serve the snack. Go together with another family or 

two and sign up. Even helping just once a year makes a difference. 

The signup sheet is in the kitchen if you’re willing. On weeks we 

don’t have someone sign up, we won’t have a snack, but people are 

still welcome to Fellowship as they wish.  
 


