
April 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

7:00pm Maundy 

Thursday Service 

 

MAUNDY 
THURSDAY 

2 3 

6:00pm Worship 

4 

7:00am Easter   

Sunrise Service  

9:15am Adult     

Sunday School 

10:30am Worship 

7:00pm Women’s & 

Youth Bible Study 

 

EASTER 

5 6 7 

6:15pm Confirmation 

7:30pm Trustees 

7:30pm Youth Group 

 

8 

7:00pm Bible 101 

9 10 

6:00pm Worship 

6:30pm Fellowship 

Dinner  

11 

9:15am Adult     

Sunday School 

10:30am Worship 

7:00pm Women’s & 

Youth Bible Study 

12 13 14 

9:00am Sew ‘N Sews 

7:30pm Cheng     

Concert 

15 16 17 

6:00pm Worship 

18 

9:15am Adult     

Sunday School 

10:30am Worship 

7:00pm Women’s & 

Youth Bible Study 

19 20 

 

NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 

21 

9:30am UMW 

6:15pm Confirmation 

7:00pm Ad Council 

7:30pm Youth Group 

22 

7:00pm Bible 101 

23 24 

6:00pm Worship 

25 

9:15am Adult     

Sunday School 

10:30am Worship 

7:00pm Women’s & 

Youth Bible Study 

 

CONFIRMATION 
SUNDAY 

26 27 28 

9:00am Sew ‘N Sews 

7:30pm Youth Group 

29 30  



DATE USHERS SCRIPTURE READER CHILDREN'S TIME AUDIO 

1-Apr      
MAUNDY     

THURSDAY 

Linda Keiper Kathy Pierce XXXX Holcomb  

Marlene Kriha Judy Karmazin     

  Barb Summers     

  Nancy Kollars     

4-Apr       
EASTER 

Lee & Vickie Power Linda Keiper Wendy Evans  Holcomb 

        

        

        

11-Apr 

Confirmation Confirmation Confirmation Rockefeller 

Class Class Class    

        

        

18-Apr 

Lee & Vickie Power Vickie Power  Linda Keiper Krier 

        

        

        

25-Apr     
CONFIRMATION 

SUNDAY 

Sandy Sell Betty Jacques  Brandon Jacques  Miller  

Linda Keiper        

        

        

03– Bryce Cudaback 18– Adelle Coats 

04– Glennadele McConnell 19– Aiden Linden 

04– Adam Hyde 20– Ward Eckloff 

05– Logan Middleswart 20– Megan Christensen 

06– Alan McCall 23– Maddison Hyde 

06– Mike Catlin 25– Olivia Hyde 

08– Linda Keiper 25– Katelyn Fox 

08– Stacy Rockefeller 25– Cove Fries 

09– Carsyn Leisinger 28– Hillary Rachow 

12– Jacob Tracy 29– Brianna Simmons  

17– Josh Treadway  
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Spring fever intensified as COVID situation changes  
      I’m ready to go. Where doesn’t even matter as much. I am just 

ready to get out and do things again. Our family was able to get away 

for a spring break trip to Texas in March, and my wife and I will 

“disappear” for a few days in April as well. As a pastor I’ve discovered 

that if I stay in town, I still work (or at least think about work). So the 

only way to fully unplug is to go away. Thankfully our family enjoys 

being outdoors, so we’ve been able to travel some this year and still 

socially distance (for the most part anyway). But my awareness to be 

safe and my desire to go and do stuff is becoming a harder balance in 

recent weeks.  

     I know we’re not “out of the woods” yet. The media keeps reminding us that we could still see  

another major spike in cases if we aren’t careful. I know it’s true, and still I’m so ready to be out and 

about again. The reality is many people will choose not to get the vaccine – a choice I have wrestled 

with plenty myself. And none of the vaccines are 100% effective, which means, in reality, there’s no 

clear "end" in sight when it’s completely safe. Of course, completely safe is a fallacy anyway.  Life is 

messy, and dangerous. We can reduce risk, but never completely avoid it. And I’m convinced that 

constantly worrying about our safety is pretty unhealthy for us as well.  

     The reality is, I also start getting cabin fever this time of year. The winter blues have been a      

reality for me for years now, but 12 months of social distancing have definitely made it worse! But 

honestly, I’ve not been as isolated as many people. I still walk regularly (when the weather is good), 

and have stayed active in the life of the church and food pantry. I still have my family at home to    

interact with regularly (although they might be getting tired of me by now). I love to eat out and we’ve 

done that more often than most during this season. But like the stereo-typical American, I always 

want more.  

     I’m ready to have people over to our house for meals again, but know it’s too soon. I can’t wait to 

get the kayaks on the water, but know it’s still too cold. I want to take up golf again as the weather 

improves. In year’s past I’ve enjoyed going on my own, but this year I definitely want to interact with 

people! Last year we cancelled a trip to Orlando with the family, and we’d always planned to take the 

family to Washington DC before Gabe headed off to college, but I’m not sure either of those are a 

safe reality yet. The combination of COVID and spring fever really has me going stir crazy.         

Sometimes seeing a light at the end of the tunnel makes us more impatient.  

     As the church enters the season of Eastertide (remembering the time between the resurrection 

and Pentecost), I’ve been wondering if the disciples felt a little stir-crazy too. We know they hid away 

to protect their lives as well. When they ventured out, they probably kept their distance from crowds 

as well, but for different reason. They worried about execution, not illness. But they also had this 

promise of the Holy Spirit who would come and empower them, only they had no idea what it would 

be like or when it would come. I wonder if their anticipation was exciting or exhausting? Maybe both.  

     Of course, these early disciples challenge my thinking. See, they were stir crazy to get out and 

share the gospel - to tell the world about Jesus. I get restless for a vacation. Maybe my spring fever 

is misplaced. Maybe what I should be excited for is the next chance to share the gospel or be the 

hands of Christ – wherever that opportunity appears. Maybe you’re restless too. If so, I hope part of 

what you’re looking forward to is being the church – not just on Sundays, but every day.     



April brings numerous special events 

Easter – April 4th Sunrise 7am   Traditional 10:30am  
Our Easter Sunrise service will be at 7am by the river at Todd Meyers 

and Kim Wadkins (weather permitting). Worship at 10:30am at the 

church will be as normal. Both these services will be different so come 

to one or both! There WILL BE Children’s Sunday school offered during 

the 10:30 service as well to give parents a break if they choose. There 

will not be a breakfast after the Sunrise service this year.  

Directions to Sunrise Service: 3.5 Miles south of Gibbon, Just south 

of first bridge, Corner of Lowell & Kilgore Roads 

 

Confirmation Youth Lead Worship – April 11th   
      As the Confirmation youth learn more 

about the different parts of worship and the meaning behind them, they 

will also be planning and leading all aspects of worship on April 11. The 

youth will select or write the prayers, choose the music and scripture, 

and lead the congregation in all these elements of worship. Help support 

their journey by planning to participate. There are also baptisms scheduled for worship this day! 

 

Cheng’s return for Piano/Violin performance –April 14th  
    Piano and Violin duo Kevin and Heidi Cheng will be back for a    

concert and to lead worship on Wednesday, April 14
th
 at 7:30pm. This 

incredible couple travel the Midwest sharing their beautiful gift and faith 

in churches, nursing homes, and a variety of other venues. If you’ve 

heard them before, you know how incredible they are. And if you  

haven’t had the pleasure yet, you won’t want to miss it.  

 

 Acclamation Bells offering special music – April 18th    
     Our bell choir is planning to perform on Sunday April 18

th
 for worship. This is 

not a set group, so anyone with some musical ability and interest are welcome to 

participate. Contact Deb VanMatre or Amy Holcomb if you are interested. A       

rehearsal will be scheduled for sometime the week before the performance.      

Another baptism is scheduled for this Sunday as well! 

 
Confirmation Ceremony – April 25th     
     Five youth are currently finishing their year-long Confirmation 

class and will have the chance to officially join the church on  

Sunday, April 25
th
 during worship. This intense journey is meant 

to challenge you to consider how to make their faith their own   

instead of just believing what their parents believe. Join us as 

these five young Christians make their own profession of faith. There will not be a church-wide 

meal or banquet afterward.  



Ad Council initiative to reconnect church  
     In March of 2020 we shut the doors of the building and 

moved our meetings, worship, and even youth group online. 

Over the past 12 months our church – like every business or 

group – has made numerous changes trying to balance  

safety with our sanity. While it’s unlikely there is a clear,     

singular moment that signifies “all clear,” we’re excited to  

return to more “normal” church activities. This spring and 

summer our church leadership is prayerfully working on ways 

to “Re-Connect To Faith” after COVID. People must continue 

to make their own decisions about when they are             

comfortable to return, and options like online worship are 

here to stay. But we’d love to hear from you about how we can BE THE CHURCH to you in this 

season. Contact Pastor Mike by phone, text, email or FB messenger with your thoughts. And know 

we’re excited to RE-CONNECT with you!  

 

General Conference postponed, Annual Conference online  
     The United Methodist General Conference has been 

postponed again, this time until 2022. The General        

Conference is a worldwide gathering of United Methodists 

who make decisions for the denomination as a whole. The 

LGTQ debate and resulting talk of splitting were the main 

thrust of the conference originally set for last spring. While 

US cases are improving, a worldwide gathering of               

thousands is still not safe, causing another delay.   

     The Great Plains Annual Conference was set to meet 

May 26-29 in Grand Island, but has been adjusted as well. An online set of worship services and 

ZOOM-based meetings will be May 28-29. Pastor Mike, Kathy Pierce, Charlotte Myrick and Gabe 

Evans are members from our congregation who will be participating.   

 

Pastoral Time off already on the calendar  
      Pastor Mike has put some vacation time on the calendar 

for the coming months. Currently there are no set office hours, 

but the pastor is available to meet by appointment. But, please 

keep these dates in mind.  April 12-17 and May 12-15 

There are also dates Pastor Mike will be busy participating in 

meetings for the District, Conference, or other ecumenical  

ministries. The pastor serves on the District Committee on  

Ministry, the Conference Council on Youth Ministry, the       

Connecting Council and the Nebraska Walk To Emmaus 

Board. Dates he will be working with these ministries include:  

April 10, 17, 23 and 24. May 8, and 26-29.       



COVID policies ease as vaccines roll out  
     Faith United's Administrative Council has updated our 

COVID policies. As more vaccinations role out and numbers 

continue to decline in our area, we're excited to reconnect with 

our church family. The complete updated policies can be found 

on our website, but some of the major points are: 

1) Masks are encouraged but only required during singing 

2) Every-other pew is open and can seat up to 10 people so you 

can sit with who you want 

3) Fellowship snacks and meals continue, but no self-service (i.e. we'll scoop it up for you rather 

than everyone touching the spoon!) 

4) Bulletins are available but everything is on the screens too  

5) Still no passing offering plates or attendance pads. 

We're headed in a great direction and believe these gradual changes will keep us on track. We 

hope to ease restrictions more at our April meeting. While everyone has a little different idea of 

what we “should” do, our intent is to find a middle ground of safety and choice. We can't wait to 

have people come back as they are ready, but we also encourage people to join us for online     

worship if you prefer. 

 

Saturday meal starts again  
     The Saturday night crew will again serve their   

monthly fellowship meal. On Saturday, April 10
th
 we will 

be serving ham, pulled turkey, cheesy potatoes and 

more. Join us for worship at 6pm or just come about 

6:30 for the meal itself.  

     In an effort to keep everyone healthy and safe we’ve 

decided that instead of a potluck, we’ll make all the food!  

Although COVID numbers are improving and more    

people have the vaccine, we’re not quite back to 

“normal” yet. Masks and social distancing are still encouraged. Our Fellowship Hall is set up to   

allow 6 feet between tables, and up to 8 people sitting at each table. You can choose who to         

sit with!  

 

Something for everyone at Sew ‘N Sews  
Sew ’N Sews are meeting the second and fourth Wednesday of the month as usual. We are        

enjoying fellowship together and putting together our prayer quilts. Some ladies piece the tops    

together in their homes. Here at the church, some layer them together with backs and fiber,       

others sew them together, ready for others to tie. Our supply cabin is sometimes full and         

sometimes not. We would love to have some new ladies join us at any time. There's something    

for you to do. Come see what we do and have a cup of coffee and usually a cookie. 

          In His Love and Service 

          Bobbie Cline  



Time to start thinking about summer Camp! 
    After a summer where everything felt “shut down” we’re hoping to 

jump start our children and youth through summer camp in 2021! 

While there are still some unknowns because of COVID, all indications 

are that summer camps will be happening, and will take the necessary 

precautions to assure our youth can be safe AND have a blast this 

summer. The snow piles are just now gone, but it’s already time to 

start thinking about Summer Church Camp!  

     Faith United Church financially supports sending our children and 

youth to camp. We will pay a base rate of $75 for Preschool-2nd grade and $100 for 3rd grade on 

up for those wishing to attend camp. 

We also have funds available to students and families who would like to volunteer in some way to 

“earn” up to $100 in additional funding. This might be working at the pantry, serving the snack after 

Sunday worship, or sharing in church about why church camp matters to you! Contact Amy        

Holcomb at 216-0531 for more details. 

      Parents are responsible for registering their child for camp and paying the balance in full.  

Once registered, submit proof of registration and payment to Gina at the church office and she will 

reimburse you. 

Students at Faith United have 3 different camps to choose from:  

CAMP COMECA (near Cozad):  www.campcomeca.com  

A beautiful facility that has become an independent camp 

in recent years. Each week has a specific age-range and 

hosts 25-125 campers a week!   

FONTANELLE (near Fremont): www.campfontanelle.com 

 United Methodist affiliated under new direction and featuring a number of new facilities in the past 

few years. This site offers unique camps and opportunities including one where participants can 

‘sleep in a tree.” 

CAMP TIMBERLAKE (near Marquette): www.timberlake.org   

A camper favorite. With a little more “rustic” feel, this camp offers programs 

for multiple ages each week. Please note June 9th-14th and                  

June 16th-21st are discounted! 

 

Sign-up open for Sunday Fellowship time  
     It’s amazing how cookies and a cup of coffee can make connecting 

easier. At Faith United we want everyone who worships with us to feel 

welcome and our snack time is one of the ways to do that. We are 

working to fill our calendar with more people who would help prepare 

and serve the snack. Go together with another family or two and      

sign-up. Even helping just once a year makes a difference. The       

sign-up sheet is in the kitchen if you’re willing. On weeks we don’t 

have someone sign-up, we won’t have a snack, but people are still 

welcome to Fellowship as they wish.  
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Thank you for the prayer quilts and prayers for 

baby Lucas and I. We are both home and doing 

great.  

   Nicole & Lucas Jacques  

 

Thank you so much for my prayer quilt. These 

past two weeks of my life have been very scary 

and I know all the prayers have helped me heal 

because they have given me strength and    

something positive to look at. I cover myself with 

your quilt every time I sit or lay down. My        

husband got a quilt from you a few years ago 

and it sits on his chair that he uses every day. 

Thank you again. 

   Theresa Dorsey 

   (Stacy Rockefeller’s friend) 

 

Thank you so very much for the prayer quilt. It 

came to me during a very dark, lonely time, and 

this quilt helped bring more light to me. God 

Bless each one of you. Thank you for your 

thoughtful prayers for me. I pray you are all       

staying safe and healthy.  

   Sincerely,  

   Lora Stutzman  

 

Thank you to the Sew ‘N Sews and my church 

family for all the prayers, well wishes and prayer 

blanket. So much comfort has been felt with it. 

Thank you so much. 

   Pam Rasmussen  

Thanks to our dear friend, Barb Boelter, who 

opened this opportunity for us! Marvin should be 

done with radiation on January 6th– total of 44 

treatments. He finally gets to “ring the bell” at the 

last radiation.  

Covid has given me a spirit that is more alive 

than ever. Not that I was that serious, but it has 

opened my eyes to see how He is at work in our 

broken world. I saw Him in everyone! Thanks 

from the bottom of our hearts! 

Thank you so very much for covering us with 

prayers! What a meaningful and beautiful gift. 

Also, we understand we are on your prayer list. 

Thank you! 

What special Sew ‘N Sews you have at your 

church. I don’t know if you all can understand 

what this means to us.  

   Marvin & Glenna Soucek  

 

We have lost someone very special… Thank you 

for sharing our grief. Margene loved being in this 

group! Thank you for the donation. 

   The family of Margene Rose 

 

We want to say thank you to the ladies quilting 

group that made the lovely quilt for Brent. 

   Sincerely, 

   Brent & Mona Wise  

 

 

 

Sew ‘N Sews Thank You Cards 

Thank you to the Endowment Committee for approving funds for 

children’s activity bags.  I have had a lot of fun putting them       

together and they will be ready to go starting in April.  I tested    

one out on a little boy this past Sunday and he loved it.  

-Amy Holcomb 


