
March 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 

6:15pm Confirmation 

7:30pm Trustees 

7:30pm Youth Group 

4 5 6 

6:00pm Worship 

7 

9:15am Adult Sunday 

School 

10:30am Worship 

7:00pm Women’s & 

Youth Bible Study 

8 9 10 

9:00am Sew ‘N Sews 

6:15pm Confirmation 

7:30pm Youth Group 

11 

7:00pm Bible 

101 

12 13 

6:00pm Worship 

14 

9:15am Adult Sunday 

School 

10:30am Worship 

7:00pm Women’s & 

Youth Bible Study 

15 16 17 

9:30am UMW 

7:30pm Youth Group 

18 19 20 

6:00pm Worship 

21 

9:15am Adult Sunday 

School 

10:30am Worship 

7:00pm Women’s & 

Youth Bible Study 

22 

 

NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 

23 24 

9:00am Sew ‘N Sews 

6:15pm Confirmation 

7:00pm Ad Council 

7:30pm Youth Group 

25 

7:00pm Bible 

101 

26 27 

6:00pm Worship 

28 

9:15am Adult Sunday 

School 

10:30am Worship 

7:00pm Women’s & 

Youth Bible Study 

 

PALM  

SUNDAY  

29 30 31 

6:15pm Confirmation 

7:30pm Youth Group 

   



DATE USHERS SCRIPTURE READER CHILDREN'S TIME AUDIO 

7-Mar 

Kevin McGregor Stephanie Leisinger  Pastor Mike Holcomb 

Carol McGregor       

        

        

14-Mar 

Don Keiper Linda Keiper Amy Holcomb  Rockefeller 

Linda Keiper       

        

        

21-Mar 

Kevin McGregor Kevin McGregor Carol McGregor  Krier 

Carol McGregor       

        

        

28-Mar 

Don Keiper Marlene Kriha  Linda Keiper Miller  

Linda Keiper       

        

        

01– Larry Fox 09– Lindsey Bugee 24– Greg Brodine 

01– Pam Rasmussen 10– Staci Vasquez 25– Bob Godberson 

02– Pat Shields 10– Erin Mayo 25– Brennon Johannsen 

02– Chase MIddleswart 12– James Winchester 28– Barb Boelter 

03– Diane Good 13– Nora Fries 28– Kelly Cudaback 

03– Shelby Davis 14– Kelly Oliver 29– Dennis Bond 

03– Brooklyn Murr 15– Mike Treadway 30– Kayla Morris 

04– Skylar Libra 16– Barb Summers 30– Jocelyn Shea 

05– Kirk Summers 16– Levi Leisinger 30– Christopher Mercer 

05– Daniel Mercer 19– Collie Dolan 30– Emma Kucera 

06– Kolton Kenning 19– Danece Gillming 31– Alissa Bailey 

08– Henry Jurgens 20– Kim Wadkins  

08– Laynie Earll 22– Bill Kennedy  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCJPahenD7cgCFQs3PgodYB4IOQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cortjohnson.org%2Fforums%2Fthreads%2Fhappy-birthday-cort.2989%2F&psig=AFQjCNHMhlSIrGPdmYo8dwDNOLuUf8q-fw&ust=


New goals show Faith United Church not on hold  
      I’ve never been a fan of New Year’s resolutions. Maybe it’s 

because I always fail at them. But early in my ministry I found  

myself setting goals for the year – both personally and for        

whatever ministry I was a part of. Somehow that’s always felt   

different than a “resolution.” Of course, this year I didn’t hear 

many people making lots of New Year’s resolutions. I think, in 

part, it was because so much has been unknown for so long. The 

COVID pandemic has shifted our outlook from what we hope is 

different in a year to what might be different in a few weeks. And 

let’s be honest, there’s so much beyond our control it’s hard to 

predict or plan what’s around the corner.  

     As a pastor, I know that I don’t really take “vacation” if I stay in town.  But trying to plan a vacation 

right now is beyond complicated. It’s so hard to look ahead when we don’t know what to expect. It’s 

hard to plan when so many things beyond our control can change that plan. But I still want a plan.  

    I mentioned in a sermon a few weeks ago it seems the world has been in a holding pattern for the 

last year – waiting to see what’s next. Unfortunately, we still don’t seem to know. And the waiting 

has become pretty exhausting.  

    But I had a meeting this week which warmed my heart and excited my soul. I know, most people 

aren’t excited by meetings in general. The thinker and organizer in me probably enjoys meetings 

more than most. But our last Administrative Council meeting was also a chance to set some goals 

for the coming year. And I have to say that starting to plan for the future again felt incredible.  

    As part of the Great Plains Conference, our vision this year is asking us to shift our thinking from 

missions of mercy to missions of justice. In many ways it’s best described in the old saying “give a 

man a fish and he eats for a day; teach a man to fish and he never has to be hungry.” OK, all fishing 

jokes aside, this shift is anything but simple. Our food pantry feeds hundreds, but why do hundreds 

need that assistance? We all have our opinions on immigration, but how many of us have a clue 

what the legal immigration process is like? These were big questions that helped shape our           

discussion, and ultimately our mission.  Out of our discussion came 4 goals:  

1) Work to reengage our church family in the next 4 months. This begins by identifying who is       

participating in-person, online, or not at all and determining what ways we can serve them better.  

2) Research ways to bring English as a second language course(s) to the church or community by 

the end of the year. Also consider if courses could be offered to help English speakers learn      

Spanish. 

3) Engage our Hispanic clientele at the Free Pantry in the next few months to assist with overcoming 

our language barrier. This will help us identify foods, make signs/labels, and share prayers.   

4) Work to meet and maintain our cash reserves goal of $40,000.00. 

    To some those goals might seem small. To others they may seem huge. To me, it’s just a great 

sign of hope – a reminder that the church is still the church. We still have a mission, not just to serve 

those within our walls or membership, but the world (or at least Gibbon). Setting goals is great. What 

we do with them, well, that’s even more exciting. And I can’t wait to see it happen. Ministry might 

change. It always does. But I’m so thankful that our holding pattern is over.    



Mark calendar for these Special Services  
Youth Faith Stories – March/April 

We will again have our Confirmation youth share their “Faith Story” in 

worship. Students will share a 3-5 minute presentation on their faith 

journey. Each youth will decide what and how to share their stories 

about an event, person or experience which helped them grow in their 

faith.  

Palm Sunday – March 28
th

   

Our children will again be part of our Palm Sunday celebration. Children 

will be able to parade in the palms as we remember the beautiful entry of 

Christ’s return to Jerusalem.  

Maundy Thursday (7pm) – April 1
st

   

Gathering in the upper room, Jesus’ disciples knew there was something 

special about this Passover, but couldn’t understand what would happen. 

2,000 years later we consider how that night still shapes the church and 

our lives today.  

Easter Sunrise and Sunday Worship – April 4
th

  

Easter is the cornerstone of who we are as Christians. This year we will again 

have 2 services. We will start with a Sunrise service at 7am by the river or at 

the church (if weather dictates). This will be in-person only. Then, at 10:30 we 

will have an Easter Celebration service at the church with online broadcast.  

Come to either or both services. A breakfast may also be served, but plans 

have not been finalized. 

Confirmation Leads Worship – April 11
th

   

As the Confirmation youth learn more about the different parts of worship 

and the meaning behind them, they will also be planning and leading all 

aspects of worship on April 11. The youth will select or write the prayers, 

choose the music and scripture, and lead the congregation in all these  

elements of worship. Help support their journey by planning to participate. 

Cheng’s return for Piano/Violin performance –date TBD 

Piano and Violin duo Kevin and Heidi Cheng will be back for a      

concert or to lead worship in April, but exact dates are still being      

arranged. This incredible couple travel the Midwest sharing their 

beautiful gift and faith in churches, nursing homes, and a variety of 

other venues. If you’ve heard them before, you know how incredible 

they are. And if you haven’t had the pleasure yet, you won’t want to 

miss it.  

         

 

Looking Ahead    
         Confirmation Sunday – April 25

th
 

        Graduate Sunday – May 2
nd

 



COVID policies hold steady as numbers ease 
     COVID numbers in Buffalo County, across 

Nebraska, and around the U.S. have dropped 

considerably over the last 6-8 weeks, but our 

church policies remain the same for now. While 

we’re anxious for more “normalcy” as numbers 

ease and vaccinations increase, safety is still a 

top priority.  

     At our February Ad Council meeting we     

elected to keep our current policies in place. We 

have resumed Children’s time during worship, 

Children’s Sunday school, Communion, and    

Fellowship Snack Time (with people being served 

at the tables). Masks remain a requirement for entering, exiting, and singing or anytime you can't 

maintain 6 feet between groups. (Speakers and worship leaders can unmask if social distancing is 

15ft or greater). As before, once seated and socially distanced, masks are optional. We will not be 

handing out bulletins, passing the attendance pads or the offering plates for the time being, and 

our enhanced cleaning and sanitation practices remain in place. As always, if you have questions 

or concerns, please don't hesitate to contact the pastor. 

 

Sign-up open for Sunday Fellowship time  
     It’s amazing how cookies and a cup of coffee can make connecting 

easier. At Faith United we want everyone who worships with us to feel 

welcome and our snack time is one of the ways to do that. We are 

working to fill our calendar with more people who would help prepare 

and serve the snack. Go together with another family or two and sign 

up. Even helping just once a year makes a difference. The signup 

sheet is in the kitchen if you’re willing. On weeks we don’t have   

someone sign up, we won’t have a snack, but people are still welcome to Fellowship as they wish.  

 

Laity Summit nears but there’s still time to sign up 
     The Laity Summit will take place on Saturday, March 

20, 2021 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. virtually! This one-day   

training and fellowship event helps our churches continue 

to grow and lead in a changing world. And, our own Kathy 

Pierce is on the conference planning team!  

     The event is completely online and costs just $10. 

Even better, Faith United will reimburse you for that cost! 

We simply want as many people to participate as can. You 

can watch from home, or if a group are interested in      

participating together, we can set it up at the church! Register online at www.greatplainsumc.org 

and simply search for Laity Summit.   

http://www.greatplainsumc.org


Saturday potluck/meal on hold a little longer  
     In an abundance of caution, we have not scheduled a     

Saturday night meal for March – at least not yet. We know this 

is a great tool for ministry and will resume as soon as those 

planning the meal feel comfortable doing so. The church     

leadership strives to put the decision-making power on events 

in the hands of those leading the event. Keep an eye on our 

Facebook page or listen for announcements in worship as the 

month progresses. 

  

Hospital/Home visits still restricted 
Hospitals and care homes are still not allowing clergy visits at this 

time.  We have always relied on individuals and families letting us 

know when someone is in the hospital as HIPPA laws mean the 

hospital does not inform us. Even though visits aren’t allowed, we 

want to cover people in prayer during those times, so please let us 

know. Home visits are not specifically restricted, but we know not 

everyone is comfortable with this yet. The pastor will not be making 

home visits unless specifically requested.  

 

Saturday Night Worship pianist sought 
     We are looking for a Saturday night pianist to help lead worship. 

For many years, Joan Hemmerling graced us with her gift. Since her 

retirement, we have been singing along to recordings, but we would 

love to have a pianist again. If you or someone you know might be 

interested in sharing and serving in this capacity, please contact 

Pastor Mike by calling 308-468-5521, or emailing him at 

mevans@greatplainsumc.org for more information.  

 

Pastoral Time off already on the calendar  
      Pastor Mike has put some vacation time on the calendar for 

the coming months. Currently there are no set office hours, but 

the pastor is available to meet by appointment. But, please 

keep these dates in mind.  March 15-19 and April 12-16 

There are also dates Pastor Mike will be busy participating in 

meetings for the District, Conference, or other ecumenical    

ministries. The pastor serves on the District Committee on    

Ministry, the Conference Council on Youth Ministry, the        

Connecting Council and the Nebraska Walk To Emmaus Board. 

Dates he will be working with these ministries include:                    

   March 8-9, 13 and 20. April 10, 17, 23 and 24. May 8, and 26-29.      

mailto:mevans@greatplainsumc.org


Endowment Grant                                                              
An Endowment Grant in the amount of $250 was awarded to Amy 

Holcomb for the Children’s Education Committee.  The funds will be 

used to update the children’s activity bags.  As Amy indicated in the 

grant application, the current activity bags are falling apart and the 

items in the bags are no longer working or useful.  The updated 

bags will provide a tool for families with young children by keeping 

them occupied during church. The grant will fund the purchase of 5 

bags and contents.  Each bag will include a snack, LCD writing  

tablet, colors, color book, and either a magnetic book, lacing cards 

or card game/puzzles.  The upgrade to the activity bags will benefit 

the children’s ministry of Faith United, and we want to thank Amy 

for her leadership with this project.  We are pleased to be able to 

provide funding through endowment grants in support of our         

various ministries of Faith United.  For more information regarding the endowment grant program, 

contact Pastor Mike. 

Church Choirs                                                                   
Due to the restrictions related to COVID-19, including masks 

and social distancing, the choir will continue to be on hiatus.  If 

the rules change, we may look at singing a couple Sundays in 

May.  Stay tuned.  However, we do plan to have the bell choir 

provide special music on March 28 and April 18.  Practice 

dates to be determined.  Contact Deb VanMatre or Amy        

Holcomb if interested in ringing either or both Sundays. 

 

A Prayer in a Time of National Crisis 

God of all the ages, in your sight nations 

rise and fall and pass through times of 

peril. Now when our land is troubled, be 

near to judge and save. May leaders be 

led by your wisdom; may they search 

your will and see it clearly. If we have 

turned from your way, reverse our ways 

and help us to repent. Give us your light 

and your truth, let them guide us; through 

Jesus Christ, who is Lord of this world, 

and our Savior. Amen.                       

(United Methodist Book of Worship) 

      

    Our 100 days end on April 27th.  



EASTER LILIES ORDER FORM 

$18.00 Each 

Orders must be in the church office  

NO LATER THAN SUNDAY, March 14th 
 

 

I would like ________ Easter Lilies 

 

In Memory of_______________________________________________________ 

 

Or  

 

In Honor of________________________________________________________ 

 

I have enclosed $__________ to cover the cost 

 

My / Our Name(s) is / are _______________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number ___________________________ 

Thank you so much for the beautiful (and       
custom) prayer quilt. That was so kind and 
thoughtful of you. I truly appreciate prayers and 
will definitely surround myself in them.  

   Betty King  

 

Thank you and your church ladies for the       
beautiful quilt you sent me with the wonderful 
prayer. It has touched my heart. Thank you for 
the prayer and good thoughts also. I am doing 
better. Still no weight on my right foot. They are 
waiting on one.  

  Thanks again 

   Chris & Ron Sindt 

 

Your donation in honor of Erica’s memory 
touched us deeply. Thank you for your            
generosity and thoughtfulness and may God 
Bless You! 

   Morgan Family  

Thank you all so much for the beautiful quilt. It 
brought stars and stripes to my eyes, an eagle to 
my shoulder, and a smile to my heart!         
Thanks for your touching gift. 

  With Love, 

   Tom King 

   (Marlene K. brother-in-law) 

 

Thank you so much for your generous donations 
to the Gibbon Free Pantry and the Giving Tree. 
Your amazing donations help us continue these 
missions to help those in need.  

  Betty & The Gibbon Free Pantry 

 

Thank you so much for helping me get a new 
sewing machine and for being my friends. I      
cherish all of you! So I’ll just keep cranking out 
the quilt tops.  

  Thanks again 

   Barb Buescher  

Sew ‘N Sews Thank You Cards 


