
December 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 

6:15pm Confirmation 

7:30pm Youth Group 

7:30pm Trustees 

3 4 5 

6:00pm Worship 

6 

9:15am Adult Sunday 

School 

10:30am Worship 

7:00pm Women & 

Youth Bible Study 

7 

9am-4pm WIC 

8 9 

6:15pm Confirmation 

7:30pm Youth Group 

10 11 12 

6:00pm Worship 

13 

9:15am Adult Sunday 

School 

10:30am Worship 

7:00pm Women & 

Youth Bible Study 

14 15 16 

6:00pm SPPRC 

7:00pm Ad Council 

7:30pm Youth Group 

17 18 19 

6:00pm Worship 

20 

9:15am Adult Sunday 

School 

10:30am Worship 

(Children’s         

Christmas Program) 

7:00pm Women & 

Youth Bible Study 

21 

 

NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 

22 23 24 25 

MERRY 

CHRISTMAS 

 

 

26 

6:00pm Worship 

27 

9:15am Adult Sunday 

School 

10:30am Worship 

7:00pm Women & 

Youth Bible Study 

28 29 30 31   



DATE USHERS SCRIPTURE READER CHILDREN'S TIME AUDIO 

6-Dec 

Brandon & Betty Jacques Betty Jacques   Miller 

        

        

        

13-Dec 

Barb Summers Barb Summers    Holcomb 

Charlotte Burr       

        

        

20-Dec 

Brandon & Betty Jacques Stephanie Leisinger   Rockefeller 

        

        

        

27-Dec 

Sandy Sell Sandy Sell    Christensen 

Christyne Eckloff       

        

        

02– Dan Rockefeller 09– Ron Catlin 23– Nick VanMatre 

02– Tristan Earll 10– Amber Fox 25– Darren Cudaback 

03– Jerry Heydenberk 12– Charlie Oliver 25– Jody Morgan 

03– Broyce Hemmerling 13– Joan Hemmerling 27– Denise Catlin 

03– Kylee Brown 13– Brie Bailey 28– Wesley Hodge 

03– Dianna Morgan 14– Chris Carr 28– Aaron McCormick 

05– Nathan Holcomb 15– LaRue Goossen 29– Paityn Leonard 

06– Todd Meyer 15– Madelyn Holcomb 29– Conley Feeken 

06– Baylan Brown 17– Branighan Johannsen 31– CL Sell 

07– Judy Karmazin 17– Kristen Holcomb 31– Shaila Davis 

08– Waunda Wicht 18– Susan Winchester 31– Addyson Swanson 

08– Kathy Pierce 21– Kim Johansen  

08– Dominick Rhone 22– Kassidy Kenning  
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When behind becomes the norm 
     I honestly don’t know the last time I felt like I 

was caught up. Some of it is the nature of        

ministry. There is always more to do than there is 

time to do it. And there are always projects that 

are on the “someday, when I have time” list. 

Maybe that’s not unique to ministry. Maybe that’s 

just life. But it seems to be particularly true right 

now. Chalk it up to the pandemic, or blame it on 

the busyness of the holiday season, but I’m     

getting used to being behind, and it scares me a 

little bit.  

     The journey from Thanksgiving to Christmas 

can be challenging every year. There is so much 

to do and so many preparations to make. Travel 

plans, meals, shopping, it all can feel a little overwhelming. And this year it’s even worse because 

there is so much uncertainty. All of it adds to this feeling of being behind at all times. But, of course 

that’s not what this season is supposed to be like.  

     The season of Advent is meant to help us focus on what it most important in our lives. It is easy 

to talk about what’s most important, but sometimes I wonder if our actions match our intentions. Ask 

someone what Christmas is really all about, or what’s the most meaningful part of the holiday      

season and the answers are usually faith, family, and friends. But, in years past our actions didn’t 

really match our activities, at least on a national level.  

     In recent years our Thanksgiving holiday has been overrun with the Black Friday boom. Wendy’s 

family includes Walmart employees who usually have to leave the Thanksgiving table to get to the 

store. For years the sales start times seemed to get earlier and earlier. But this year was different.  

       Most stores weren’t even open on Thanksgiving Day, and most Black Friday deals were online 

rather than in person. For the first time in who knows how long, I don’t remember the focus of the 

holiday being the sales. Granted, we may have preferred the news be about the silliness of Black 

Friday rather than the chaos of a pandemic. But the break from the commercialization of the holiday 

felt like a breath of fresh air. And it really got me thinking about if this constant feeling of busy might 

be something we can overcome as well.  

     Why do we glorify busy in our culture? When people work 60 hour weeks, we admire their       

dedication. When our teenagers are involved in 5 extra-curricular activities we are proud of how 

much they do. But in the end, does our busyness distract us from what’s really important in life? Is 

being busy as intrusive to our well-being as Black Friday seemed to be for our holiday?  

     In Matthew 28 Jesus tells the crowd “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will 

give you rest.” That sure sounds different than the pace of life that seems to be the norm right now. 

Yes, it’s great to have a strong work-ethic. And yes, I believe that so many of the activities that keep 

me busy right now are worthwhile. But there’s more to life than busy. So, how do we find balance in 

the chaotic pace of this world? Christ says it begins when we come to Him. Maybe the most           

important thing on any of our “To-Do” lists is time with God. If we prioritize that, maybe the rest of it 

works itself out a little easier.  



Reinstated DHM’s mean minimal changes 
 

     Faith United is committed to offering the best worship and           

fellowship opportunities possible while continuing to safely follow 

the guidelines set forth in this unprecedented season. We         

continue to review and revise our policies to make the best        

decisions possible as a community of faith. While many state    

requirements and recommendations have changed, our own 

church policies are only minimally affected right now. We’ve been 

diligent in taking precautions.  

     Some notable changes include:  

No bulletins available in worship. Still no passing of the offering plate or attendance pads. 

There will be no Children’s time in worship for December. Still no Passing of the Peace. 

Masks are required when entering and exiting, or at times you can’t keep 6 feet from others. 

Group sizes are again limited to 8.  

No Fellowship time or meals served in the building during the month of December.  

No children’s Sunday school in December, but there are activity bags for kids to pick up.  

We are hopeful that the current spike in cases will subside. Look for updates in our next newsletter.  

 

Saturday Night Worship pianist needed 
     We are looking for a Saturday night pianist to help lead 

worship. For many years, Joan Hemmerling graced us with 

her gift. But as she retired, we have not been able to find a 

replacement. Currently, we are singing along to recordings, 

but we would love to have a pianist again. If you or someone 

you know might be interested in sharing and serving in this 

capacity, please contact Pastor Mike by calling 308-468-

5521, or emailing him at mevans@greatplainsumc.org for 

more information.  

 

No Saturday meal/fellowship time in December 
     There will be no Saturday night meal and no Sunday   

fellowship snacks or meals during the month of           

December. With ongoing concern about the rising 

COVID numbers in our area, the leadership of the 

church voted to suspend higher transmission risk        

activities involving food. Our hope is that the current 

spike will subside and we can again have these          

incredible times of Fellowship as part of our ministry. 

The tentative plan is for a Saturday night Soup Supper 

to be set in January. Look for updates in next month’s 

newsletter.  

mailto:mevans@greatplainsumc.org


Christmas Eve service(s) on hold  
Christmas eve is one of the largest and most loved services 

of the year. But this year is certainly different. Unfortunately 

with COVID numbers where they are, we know that having a 

normal, packed house service for Christmas is not an option. 

While no final decision will be made until Ad Council meets 

on December 16
th
, there are two options we are currently 

considering.  

     First would be a livestream only service. While not ideal, 

we could bring together a small group of singers and      

speakers, or compile some pre-recorded segments and offer 

a service online. If COVID numbers continue to be high, this may be the only option.  

     Our second option would be to split into two services (at 5pm and 8pm) to allow for social            

distancing. With current restrictions on social distancing and group sizes, we can only accommodate 

60 or so people in the Sanctuary at a time, and another 50 in the Fellowship Hall. Historically our 

Christmas Eve services have topped 150. While we wouldn’t “assign” which service people could 

come to, there would always be the possibility that we would not have enough socially distanced   

seating available if everyone showed up at one service. Unfortunately there are just no perfect        

options this year. Look for a final announcement to be made on Facebook, our website, and in       

worship after our Dec. 16 meeting.  

 

Christmas program different but still a go 
     This year’s Christmas program will be held during worship on 

Sunday December 20
th
 during 10:30 worship. Of course, as with 

everything this year, it will look a little different. We will not have 

our children dress up and act out the Christmas story in person 

because of social distancing. Instead a combination of recorded 

pieces from our younger kids, some readings from our older 

youth, and a skit from some of our adult leaders will be combined 

to make our program. Details are still being worked out, but if 

your child, youth, or an adult would like be part of the program, please get ahold of Carol or Amy. 

Christmas may look different this year, but it’s still definitely worth celebrating!  

 

Reminder of year-end gift timeframe  
     Like most churches, our year-end giving is a critical part of funding the amazing 

ministries we have. The generosity of Faith United has been incredible again this 

year. Giving is down as we would expect this year, but so are our expenditures. 

We’re financially stable, at least for now.  

    But, we just want to make sure everyone remembers all donations must be      

received by the office or postmarked by Dec. 31 in order to be credited to 2020      

giving. Don’t forget you can also give securely through our website. Make a gift from your checking 

account, debit card, or credit card. The same deadlines apply. Thanks for helping us through another 

year of ministry in this crazy time! 



Update on Christmas Bells 

Thank you to all who volunteered to be a part of the bell choir.  We are 

thankful to have had enough interest, however, with the current COVID    

concerns, we have decided to wait until after the first of the year to move   

forward with the choir.   

       ~Deb and Amy 

Thank you, Thank you!! 

We had a great day for our Bazaar! Sorry we couldn’t visit more. As always, your support was   

awesome. Now we will be giving back to our community in many ways.  

       Blessings to you all! 

        Bobbie Cline  

Poinsettia Orders Due Now 
I apologize for the very short notice, but if you are wanting to order poinsettias this year, I will need 

to know no later than Monday, December 7
th
.  

I have attached the order form. Order forms will also be placed in the fellowship hall.  

If you are unable to get the order forms filled out Sunday, please call the church (468-5521) and 

leave a voicemail or email me (faithumc@nctc.net).   

Again, I am so sorry for the short notice. Somehow November got away from me.  

       Thank you! 

        Gina  

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA ORDER FORM 
$17.00 Each 

Orders must be in the church office  
No later than Sunday, December 6, 2020 

 

 

 

I would like _____ Poinsettia(s) ordered   

 

In Memory of______________________________________________ 

 

Or  

 

In Honor of _______________________________________________ 

 

I have enclosed $__________ to cover the cost. 
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