
July 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

7:30pm Trustees 

2 

12pm-6pm  

Blood Drive 

3 4 

5 

10:30am Worship 

6 7 8 

9:00am Sew ‘N 

Sews 

9 

7:00pm Bible 

101 

10 11 

6:00pm Worship 

12 

10:30am Worship 

2:00pm Survivor’s 

Group 

13 14 15 

9:30am UMW 

7:00pm Ad 

Council 

16 17 18 

6:00pm Worship 

7:00pm Cheng 

concert 

19 

10:30am Worship 

GRADUATE  

SUNDAY 

20 

 

NEWSLETTER  

DEADLINE 

21 22 

9:00am Sew ‘N 

Sews 

23 

7:00pm Bible 

101 

24 25 

6:00pm Worship 

26 

10:30am Worship 

27 28 29 30 31  



01– Deb Costello 13– Stephanie Brown 22– Chloe Mitchell 

01– Maggie Fries 13– Courtney Zwink 23– Pat Rayburn 

02– Ryder Fries 15– Fred Reed 23– Jennifer Smith 

03– Don Keiper 15– Milan Schneider 24– Brayden Montgomery 

03– Justin Meyer 17– Myrtle Halkyard 25– Sandy Schneider 

03– Konner Hyde 17– Pastor Mike Evans 26– Kathy Middleswart 

05– Linda Mercer 17– Hannah Cudaback 27– Jayde McCall 

05– Colby Leonard 19– Rob Smith 28– Shirley Thomas-Jaeger 

11– Steve Rasmussen 19– Coltin Brown 28– Dawn Montgomery 

11– Kim Grimes 21– Jenna Bugee 28– Tyson Kier 

11– Crystal McCall 22– Mick McConnell 29– Jack Buso 

12– Joe Rayburn 22– Courtney Libra 29– Mia Hyde 

12– Lonnie Sinner 22– McKenzie Libra 30– Hannah Miller  

DATE USHERS SCRIPTURE READER CHILDREN'S TIME AUDIO 

5-Jul 

Lowell Jaeger Janice McGregor Pastor Mike Holcomb 

Ron Catlin       

Harry Husman       

LaRue Goossen       

12-Jul 

Kathy Pierce Cindy Peabody Amy Holcomb Christensen 

Bobbie Cline       

Cindy Peabody       

Diane Good       

19-Jul 

Lowell Jaeger Abby Christensen Linda Keiper Miller 

Ron Catlin       

Harry Husman       

LaRue Goossen       

26-Jul 

Kathy Pierce Kathy Pierce Carol McGregor Holcomb 

Bobbie Cline       

Cindy Peabody       

Diane Good       
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Finding happiness: circumstance, choice, or Christ 
      American’s aren’t happy right now. I don’t think that comes 

as a surprise, but the National Opinion Research Center 

(NORC) in Chicago confirmed this in a recent study. Only 14% 

of Americans consider themselves “very happy” right now, 

whereas the previous low in that category was 29%. Of course, 

we didn’t need a pole to tell us that.  

     The unrest in our country over race, paired with the 

“restlessness” of social distancing clearly have lots of people on 

edge. When the world around us seems filled with chaos and     

conflict it’s not surprising people don’t feel happy.                   

Circumstances certainly play a huge role in our happiness. And 

in a season when we are constantly bombarded with stories, 

posts, and comments about how bad everything is, it’s no      

surprise this has an emotional toll. But this sense of “shared grief” over the state of the world is        

misleading at times too.  

     We read how COVID cases are on the rise, but in Buffalo County we’re averaging 1 case every 2 

days over the past month – pretty incredible in a population of 50,000. Statewide our case count is on 

track to drop for the 5
th
 week in a row. Nationwide, as new case counts go up, the weekly number of 

deaths are declining. Caution is still needed, but maybe it’s not as dire as we perceive. The sensational 

and the scandalous grab our attention, but I wonder if the conflict in our country is causing                 

unhappiness, and if our unhappiness feeds into the conflict. I know chicken or the egg. 

     Of course, we also tend to see our situation in the instant instead of in the big picture. While          

violence and crime are big news right now, Pew Research shows overall crime has been on a decline 

for the last 25 years. And the perspective matters. A 2016 headline read, “U.S. Kids Far Less Likely To 

Out-Earn Their Parents” but the research showed more and more people entering the workforce were 

choosing careers based on what “fulfilled” them instead of simply what filled their pocketbooks. I’m not 

suggesting our world is perfect, just that it may not be as bad as we sometimes perceive.  

     Psychology has said for decades “Happiness is a Choice” as the book title from Drs. Frank Minirth 

and Paul Meier states. That’s not to suggest the situations around us don’t impact our emotions. But 

happiness is not something that just comes from the external world. The more we focus on the good, 

the more good we see. But the opposite of that is true too as negativity feeds negativity.  

    I’m not simply blaming the media – I was a journalist before ministry. And psychology matters – it 

was my major when I first enrolled in college. But, as a Christian, there is another. When faith takes a 

back seat, an society decides religion doesn’t matter, happiness is pretty elusive. I look back at the  

heroes of our faith both in the bible and since. My situation – our situation – is no more dire than theirs. 

Wars, pandemics, senseless murders, racial tensions – none of it is new. That doesn’t mean it isn’t  

serious, but generation after generation have not just survived, but thrived. Leaving a better legacy for 

those that came. And while I’m sure they weren’t always happy, the heroes of our faith didn’t let          

circumstances dictate their happiness. It’s a lesson we all may need reminded of too.  

     I’ll never forget a classmate from Sierra Leon who said “America has been blessed out of needing 

God.” Looking around we may not feel blessed. But maybe we are. And while life isn’t perfect – and 

never will be – maybe we can once again find happiness in Christ instead of our society.    



Reopening process slow, brings up questions 
     After 10 weeks of online only worship, Faith United’s in-person     

services resumed on May 31 with many changes. Since then, many of 

our church groups have resumed under our new practices and       

guidelines as well. While some people may not yet feel ready to return, 

we want to make sure everyone knows we’ve done lots to make it safe, 

and still accommodate as many people as possible.  

     Worship attendance has been about 30 each week, about half of our 

normal attendance this time of year. But we could have almost twice 

that many come and still fit with the socially distanced spaces in the      

sanctuary. Plus, the Fellowship Hall is set up for overflow. In all, we could have 100 people in        

worship and still maintain social distancing standards. So, please don’t feel you need to stay away 

because there isn’t space!  

    Another new change to the state’s Directed Health Measures is allowing widows or widowers to 

sit with other family groups. While that’s the only specific group mentioned, it essentially means that 

if any of our single attendees want to sit with their extended family or another family (or another     

single person), they are welcome to do so. Of course, that’s only if they are comfortable doing so. 

     We also want to make sure people are aware of the policies and procedures we have in place to 

assure we’re safe. Masks are encouraged – especially when entering and exiting – and are required 

if you sing during our one congregational song. So, you can just hum along if you wish! We also 

have marked the seating, and blocked off every other pew so we can maintain 6 feet between       

different families. We’ll be changing the “look” of our social distancing spacing in the pews, but we’ll 

continue to keep the 6-foot separation that’s expected.  

     It’s also important everyone knows that even though both the DCD and WHO believe “touch” 

transfer from surfaces is rare, we’re doing extensive cleaning and disinfecting after every group uses 

our facility. Hand sanitizer and masks are also available at the doors, and we’ve eliminated all 

passed or shared objects (i.e. hymnals, bulletins, passing the offering plate and attendance pads).  

     While there is never a way to eliminate all risk, we believe our policies have made coming to    

worship as safe as possible. If you have additional questions or concerns, we encourage you to     

review the full policies on our website, or contact the pastor directly.  

    Currently all church committees, UMW, Sew ’N Sews, and Bible 101 have resumed. The Hispanic 

congregation is meeting twice a week right now, and can tentatively add in more services before   

July is over. Adult Sunday school can meet in the Fellowship Hall when they are ready, and             

Saturday Night Worship is set to resume on July 11 (after Independence Day).  

Pastoral Office Hours policy changed 
     The Staff Parish Relations Committee has updated their policy on      

pastoral office hours. During the Paragraph 213 process having set     

office hours seemed the best way to make sure people could connect 

with the pastor when needed. But maintaining and communicating changes to those hours is           

difficult. Most weeks no one stops in during those hours and most people call ahead anyway. So, at 

this time, Pastor Mike will no longer have set office hours, but will be available by phone, text or 

email whenever possible, and will be available to meet by appointment. 



Faith United honoring graduates in worship July 19
th

   
Join us for worship on Sunday, July 19

th
 as we honor area graduates with 

ties to our church. The Sew ’N Sews and United Methodist Women have 

gifts to be presented and the congregation will get a chance to pray a        

blessing over these young men and women. While we’ll still need to practice 

social distancing, our overflow space should mean everyone who wants to 

come that day can and still be safe! Come be a part of honoring their        

success!  

 

August Confirmation planned, details pending 
       Confirmation will take place in August, but the exact date 

is still up in the air as we try to accommodate all 6              

confirmands families. Confirmation has been one of our      

biggest and most loved services. And while it may not be     

exactly the same this year, it will still be an awesome event.  

     One significant change from past years will be the absence 

of a community meal afterward. In order to accommodate    

social distancing, the Fellowship Hall will need to be used for 

worship. But that doesn’t mean people have to stay away! 

With the anticipated changes to our Directed Health Measures, some extended family can sit together, 

meaning we could put up to 100 people in the Sanctuary, plus another 55 in the Fellowship Hall. We 

may not be as close together, but we can certainly still have all those present who want to be and stay 

safe in the process.  

    Other changes may include limiting who all can come forward for the laying on of hands (parents and 

siblings will be able to for sure, extended family and sponsors may not be able to). While the event is 

still more than a month away, lots can certainly change. We know some people may not be comfortable 

coming even for this special day, so please know that we respect every family’s personal choice. But 

also know our hope is to have anyone who wants to be a part of the service here. 

 

Cheng’s plan July 18 concert in our Sanctuary 
    Piano and Violin duo Kevin and Heidi Cheng will be 

back for a concert on Saturday July 18
th
 at 7pm. This 

incredible couple travel the Midwest sharing their 

beautiful gift and faith in churches, nursing homes, 

and a variety of other venues. If you’ve heard them 

before, you know how incredible they are. And if you 

haven’t had the pleasure yet, you won’t want to miss 

it.  

     The concert will be in our Sanctuary with overflow 

seating in the Fellowship Hall. We can accommodate 

up to 100 listeners and still maintain social distancing.    

 

 



Communion will return in July, but is optional 
     Communion is one of the most important parts of Christian     

worship to many. In this season of pandemic, we have missed 

these opportunities to gather in such a historic, and meaningful 

way. We will offer communion during worship on July 5
th
, but we 

know not everyone will be ready to participate. But we are making 

plans to assure it’s safe too. Servers will wear gloves and masks, 

the bread will be precut, and everyone will receive the juice in      

individual cups. This, plus an ordered way to maintain. Ushers     

dismissing people and using social distancing practices while    

waiting to be served will help make this meaningful worship       

possible and still safe in this awkward season. But, as always participation in communion is optional 

and those who wish to abstain are of course still welcome to worship with us.   

 

  Survivor’s support group resumes in July 12th 

     The Gibbon Survivor’s Support group will    

return in July. This group gathers at Faith United 

at 2pm on the second Sunday of each month to 

offer love and support to one another in dealing 

with the loss of a loved one. Everyone in the 

group has lost someone close to them, including 

many who have lost a child. For some, the loss is 

recent. For others, it has been many years. Yet, the love and support offered by those who understand 

the loss you may be feeling is extraordinary. Each year the group offers special events of a butterfly 

release in the fall, and a candlelight service in December. Details for these events are still being       

decided in light of COVID restrictions, but we wanted to resume meetings so people can continue to 

“be the church” in supporting one another. If you have questions about this group, please feel free to 

contact Melody Rockefeller for more details.  

 

Facebook Bible study another way to connect 
     Did you know Faith United has a daily bible 

study open to everyone? This spring a group 

started with a study on Matthew, then transitioned 

to Mark, then covered Luke and Acts. On Monday 

June 29
th
, we’ll pick up again starting with 1 and 2 

Corinthians. Reading one chapter a day and then 

sharing in the online discussion is a simple, daily 

routine to keep us connected with Christ and one 

another. You can jump on whenever it fits your 

schedule to participate. Contact Pastor Mike or 

Wendy if you would like to be added to the Facebook group! Stay connected to your church family and 

your faith as we read, share, and learn together whenever it fits into your day!  

 



Donations help Pantry in busy, very different season 
     The Gibbon Free Pantry has seen an expected increase in need during 

this crazy time. We are currently averaging 30 families each night, with our 

total number of families and individuals served growing each month. In May 

90 different families or 355 individuals visited the pantry. There is certainly 

need out there, and while we hope and pray less people need this service 

in the months to come, we’re committed to doing all we can to help “feed 

the hungry” in this tangible way.  

     After months of providing prepackaged boxes from the porch, we made the decision to return to   

letting clients “shop” for themselves, with some policy changes of course. Social distancing, limiting 

how many people can be in the pantry at once, and requiring masks and sanitizing their hands before 

entering will be expected for now.  

     We’ve also been blessed with connections to two new food providers. The Farm to Family program 

run in our area through Mid-Nebraska Community Action provides us with fresh fruit and vegetable 

boxes each Thursday through the fall. And, starting in July, a new USDA program run through         

CashWa will provide milk, cheese, frozen meat and fresh fruit and vegetables every Tuesday for two 

months. Added together with the items we’ve been able to purchase through the Food Bank of the 

Heartland and Adam’s Market because of such generous donations, we’re able to provide more food 

to more families than ever before.  

     We have great volunteers making this possible, but could always use a couple more to throw in the 

rotation for distribution nights, restocking shelves, or unloading deliveries. We don’t see the need    

ending anytime soon!  

 

Saturday Potluck/Sunday snack time on hold 
     There will be no Saturday potluck or Sunday snack and fellowship time 

scheduled in July – at least not yet.  While the guidelines for what is allowed 

are switching and being updated every few weeks, there are a number of        

logistical elements we need to figure out as groups start meeting again. Our 

first priority is in-person worship for those who wish, then allowing other 

groups within the church family to meet (i.e. committees, bible studies, Sew ‘N Sews, UMW, Adult 

Sunday school, etc.). As those programs get up and running, we will begin looking at how to resume 

these important fellowship ministries. So, while it may or may not happen in July, we hope to see these 

return in August.  

             
  GIBBON BLOOD DRIVE 

  

July 2nd  

12pm-6pm 

 Gibbon Faith United Church  

  

 Give the gift of life! 
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A note from the Sew ‘N Sews 
Wow!! It's been a strange past three months. Something different for all of us. I feel it's time to get 

busy doing what we do best sewing, loving, caring, and being supportive of our church family. 

   We have been given the ok to get back on schedule, meeting the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the 

month at 9:00. 

We have a good supply of prayer blankets on hand so if you know of anyone needing support please 

let us know. 

   We've been asked to make 750 masks for the students and staff at the Gibbon School. This will be a 

fundraiser for us. Nancy Kollars, Barb Buescher, and Bobbie Cline will be taking on this project. 

    We are planning to continue with other projects such as making pies to sell in the Fall and preparing 

for the Bake Sale & Crafts in November. 

   If anyone would like to join us for fellowship, fun, and food, please do. 

                                  In His Love and Service .. 

                                         Bobbie Cline 

 

Join us for Vacation Bible School this summer! 

Monday, July 6th through Thursday, July 9th 

7:00-8:30pm 

Theme: To Mars and Beyond. 

Ages: Kids going Into 1st through 6th Grades 

 

Due to COVID restrictions we will have some changes 

this year: 

* We will not have a class for preschool or those       

entering kindergarten 

* No meal will be offered before VBS (so it starts later) 

* Prepackaged snacks will be handed out 

* Groups will stay in the same room and leaders will 

rotate to them 

* We will have art/other supplies for each kid so we 

don’t share items 

* Please talk to your kids about trying to social          

distance 

* Masks are welcomed but not required for children 

* No community program on last night, but a video program will be made 

* We have enhanced cleaning procedures we will complete before each session 

 

Preregistration is encouraged to help us plan and order enough materials.  Please register by using 

our link on Facebook or call Amy  Holcomb at 308-216-0531 to have a form emailed or mailed to you. 

If you have questions, comments, or concerns, please contact the pastor by calling the church or his 

cell phone. 


