
May 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 

12pm-6pm Blood 

Drive 

2 

3 

10:30am Worship 

(online) 

4 5 6 

7:30pm Trustees 

(via Zoom) 

7 8 9 

10 

10:30am Worship 

(online) 

11 12 

8am-pm Election 

Day 

13 

7:00pm   

Ad Council  

(via  Zoom) 

14 15 16 

17 

10:30am Worship 

(TBD) 

18 19 20 

7:00pm  

Ad Council  

(via Zoom) 

 

NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 

21 22 23 

24 

10:30am Worship 

(TBD) 

25 26 27 28 29 30 

31 

10:30am Worship 

(TBD) 

      



DATE USHERS 
SCRIPTURE 

READER 
CHILDREN'S 

TIME 
AUDIO 

3-May 

Dan & Jodi Sell Jodi Sell Pastor Mike Holcomb 

Christyne Eckloff       

Sandy Sell       

        

10-May 

Don & Linda Keiper Judy Karmazin Linda Keiper Rockefeller 

Neil Wiseman & Judy Karmazin       

        

        

17-May 

Dan & Jodi Sell Christyne Eckloff Linda Mercer Catlin 

Christyne Eckloff       

Sandy Sell       

        

24-May 

Don & Linda Keiper Linda Keiper Wendy Evans Miller 

Neil Wiseman & Judy Karmazin       

        

        

31-May 

Dan & Jodi Sell Kevin McGregor Carol McGregor Christensen 

Christyne Eckloff       

Sandy Sell       

        

01– Bart Black 06– Shannon Mitchell 21– Michael Crown 

01– Christyne Eckloff 08– Michele Kucera 26– Betty Jacques 

01– Baylee Rockefeller 09– Sandy Sell 26– Hannah Mercer 

03– Olivia Kegley 10– Phil Johansen 28– Sheryl Mitchell 

03– Isacc Whiteface 13– Chad Dolan 31– Nellie Treadway 

04– Les Zwink 13– Dylan Davis 31– Amy Danielson 

05– Alice Vollenweider 19– Glenn Kollars  

05– Tom Mercer 19– Dominique Kollars  
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Uncertainty brings second-guessing, even anger 
      It’s frustrating. All of this. You may feel it too. And as this           

pandemic and social distancing continues, there is so much               

information – and misinformation - it’s hard to know what to believe. 

“Trust the experts.” But, let’s face it, there are “experts” who can     

support whatever narrative you want. Second Timothy 4:3 says “For 

the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. 

Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great 

number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.” But of 

course, we’re sure others are doing that and never us.  

     I admit, I’m not an expert. This is all new to me too. But my greatest concern is the second-

guessing and blame game. People are angry with anyone who disagrees with their view. The level of 

distrust and disgust toward others scares me. The political divide in this country magnifies it all.    

Conspiracy theories aside, when generally good people attack the character of others it hurts my 

soul.  

     I know that not everyone will agree with me – and that’s OK! – but as a self-professed centrist, I 

try to find the truth and good in both ends of the debate. That said, here are some things to consider: 

FLATTENING THE CURVE: This language started the whole social distancing turned stay-at-home 

mandates. But not everyone saw this the same. For some, the goal was to keep the disease from 

spreading. Yet, the concept was about slowing the spread to not overwhelm our healthcare system. 

Even with precautions in place, this disease spread quickly. It was wise to take precautions, and it’s 

wise to keep some precautions. But how much for how long is a debate we will never all agree on.  

ECONOMY OVER LIFE: Some say reopening our businesses is about profit over protecting life. But 

to imply everyone in favor of easing restrictions is this greedy amazes me. Yes, there are greedy 

people. But to think something so horrible of so many cuts deep. I think it’s more realistic to view   

people as seeking to balance protecting life with quality of life. Anxiety, depression, and suicide are 

realities from all this. People will lose their businesses and homes. We won’t all be able to just go 

back to how it was – that’s naïve. But I believe most people’s intentions for easing restrictions are 

more noble than the almighty dollar.  

IT’S NOT THAT BIG OF A DEAL: Anti-body studies suggest many more people were exposed than 

we thought, but studies are just beginning. It’s very possible more people had CoVid-19 than testing 

shows. Shortages of tests meant only symptomatic people were tested. The morbidity rate is         

probably much lower. But right now we don’t know what we don’t know. And how serious this        

pandemic is or isn’t shouldn’t make us cavalier with others’ well-being. Telling others they’re stupid 

for worrying seldom convinces others of your point. It just divides us more.  

THIS VIOLATES MY RIGHTS: I’m 41, and my life experience is limited. As a white, middle-class 

male in the central US, I may have no clue, but it seems premature to pull out the oppression card. 

Are there things that concern me? – ABSOLUTELY. Banning drive-in worship, and telling people they 

can’t buy seeds in aisle 5 while at the grocery store because it’s not essential seems excessive. It’s 

our duty to point those concerns out. But our first steps begin with petitioning for change, not protest 

and civil unrest. Power-hungry politicians are a real thing. But honestly, none of our leaders have   

ever been here before. None of us have. Point out your concerns. Stand up for what you believe. But 

offer grace too. Not everyone we disagree with is evil, they might just be trying to find their way      

forward too.   



Quelling rumor mill on pastoral change 
     Pastor Mike has had several people ask him about 

the rumor going around that he will be moving this      

summer. No such plan for a move has been announced 

in 2020. And after a conversation with the DS we don’t 

anticipate such an announcement this year. But to help 

everyone know the process for sharing when a pastoral 

change occurs, here’s some information.   

     The Conference does not send a notification that a 

pastor will be staying at a church. With more than 1,000 

churches in the Great Plains, it is a complicated puzzle 

trying to match the needs of every church and the gifts of every pastor. There are three elements 

the Bishop and Cabinet weigh before making appointments or re-appointing a pastor: 1) the desire 

and needs of the local church, 2) the desire and needs of the individual pastor, and 3) the needs of 

the greater mission of the church.  

     The “domino” effect of moves begins with the announcements of retirements and those pastors 

who request a move, usually starting in early January. A pastor is first contacted about a potential 

move, then the SPRC of the local church the pastor will move to is contacted. Once an 

“introduction” is made between the SPRC and the pastor, a formal announcement is made in     

worship by the SPRC. It is then shared on the conference website.  

     While appointments are not “set” until Annual Conference in May or June each year, the         

majority of appointments are announced from January through April. Bishop Reuben Saenz always 

has the goal of all appointments being announced by April 15. While the pandemic has made this 

more complicated Bishop Saenz shared in mid-April that over 95% of appointments have already 

been made.  

    Pastoral moves are a part of United Methodism. If we believe that our mission as Christians and 

the church is larger than the local church, we put our trust in this process. It’s that process which 

brought Pastor Mike to Faith United 5 years ago. No process is perfect, but there are incredible, 

talented, and godly women and men who make these decisions.  

     A pastoral change can be announced throughout the year in extremely rare circumstances, but 

the process for announcing such a change is the same. Again, no move has been announced for 

Pastor Mike at this time. Please know if such a change happens your SPRC will be involved in the 

process and will make such an announcement as soon as possible.   

 

“Visitation” call team remains critical in next steps 
In this season of social distancing, it is still essential for the church to be reaching out and          

connecting to others. As this situation migrates from days to weeks, it will be even more important 

to check in on one another. While I know many people in our church family are doing this on their 

own, a centralized “Visitation” phone call list will help keep people from slipping between the 

cracks. The goal is to have people volunteer to “check-in” on 10 or so families each week. A quick 

call or text is all that’s needed, and then pass on any needs or concerns. Best yet, you can do it all 

from home! Contact Pastor Mike so you can choose some names of people you’d be willing to   

contact.  



Return to in-person worship still in the works 
      After 6 weeks of online only worship, some are anxious to get 

back to the sanctuary. Many states, including Nebraska have     

started releasing plans for what “reopening” will look like. Gov.   

Ricketts announced last week that churches can return to in-person 

worship with some intentional precautions put in place. Although his 

exemption is statewide, each church will need to make their own 

decisions based on what precautions are feasible, and the “infection 

rate” of the area they are serving in. As of this writing, the Conference has not released guidance 

for individual churches, but our own Administrative Council will be meeting to discuss both        

timelines and procedures for when we return to in-person worship.  

     We know some churches are returning to in-person worship quickly, but our leadership is in 

agreement, we want to do what’s best, not just what’s fastest. With that in mind, we have already 

decided that we will not have in-person worship on May 3
rd

, and maybe for several weeks beyond 

that. Once Ad Council has made some decisions (and we get guidance from our own District       

Superintendent), we will share that plan on Facebook and via email with our church family.  

     But we already know some things will be different for some time. Those changes would include, 

but are not limited to: 

* 6-foot social distancing between households 

* No bulletins, passing of attendance rosters, offering plate, no “greeting time,” and no Communion 

* Those who are sick or have been around those who are sick should not attend 

* Those most vulnerable – and those who wish – will be encouraged to keep worshipping online 

* Masks will be encouraged or required 

     There are many logistics that will still need to be figured out, and that will take time. What it 

would look like to preach or sing with a mask on is certainly interesting to consider. Just know we 

don’t take these decisions lightly. The balance between allowing people to worship in-person for 

those who wish, and being safe is not simple. We also know whatever is decided won’t be “agreed 

on” by everyone. The most important reminder in this time is that everyone must do what is best for 

them and their family. None of us have ever done this before! So all we can do is what we think is 

best. Please share your opinions, but offer grace when the decisions of others may not match your 

own.  

     Whether it’s online only, or some hybrid of online and in-person there will be some definite need 

for volunteer help to make it all work. And each person needs to make the decision about what 

they are most comfortable with. We are asking that those who are “scheduled” to be ushers,     

greeters, scripture readers, give children’s sermon, or run audio to contact Pastor Mike and let him 

know if you plan to do those items. We are also asking that even those who are not currently on 

the rotation please be prayerfully considering how you might be willing to help in any of these      

areas: 

Children’s sermon – in person or by recording 

Special music – in person or by recording 

Scripture reader – in person or by recording 

Prayer leader (joys and concerns time) – in person or by recording 

Audio/Video technician – in person only of course 

Camera (ipad) operator – in person only as well.  



Summer youth events off, camps unclear  
     The Great Plains Conference One Event Reimagined originally set for 

June, and the Nebraska Chrysalis retreat originally in May have both been 

cancelled for this summer. Camp Comeca and Camp Timberlake have     

tentative summer camp schedules on their websites, but exactly what will 

be allowed when is still unclear. Please keep an eye on those camp       

websites for more information as decisions are made. 

 

UM General Conf. postponed Annual Conf. changed  
     The United Methodist General Conference has been 

postponed with tentative dates into 2021. The General   

Conference is a worldwide gathering of United Methodists 

who make decisions for the denomination as a whole. The 

LGTQ debate and resulting talk of splitting were the main 

thrust of the conference originally set this spring. A         

worldwide gathering of thousands was certainly not a       

possibility with the CoVid-19 pandemic, so those decisions 

have been delayed. 

     The Great Plains Annual Conference was set to meet May 27-30, but has been adjusted as 

well. A one-day teleconference meeting will be held to make decisions on items that cannot wait. A 

special session was already tentatively planned for October in Grand Island. That event has now 

been tentatively extended to be October 1-4. The original intent of the October meeting was to    

allow churches, districts and the conference to have adequate time to make plans if a split or major 

policy change took place at General Conference. With so much up in the air about the pandemic, 

we are in a “wait and see” phase to know exactly what all this will look like.  

 

Love Feast part of May 3 online only worship 
     Communion is one of the most important 

parts of Christian worship to many. In this     

season of pandemic, we have missed these 

opportunities to gather in such a historic, and 

meaningful way. While we will not have           

in-person worship on May 3, the reality is we 

would not have been able to share in a        

normal communion service anyway. While 

online worship does not allow for quite the 

same gathering, we plan to include a “Love 

Feast” as part of online worship that weekend. There will be a brief liturgy and a chance for each of 

you to partake in a symbolic meal. We ask that everyone who wishes to have a small piece of 

bread or even crackers available as well as juice or water if you prefer. While the elements will not 

be “consecrated” in this setting, it is still a way for us to be reminded of what Christ has done and is 

still doing for all of us, even in this season.  

 



No Saturday Potluck in May  
Due to all the uncertainty about when meeting restrictions will be adjusted, and 

keeping in mind the health of our church family, we have not scheduled a          

Saturday potluck for May. As we know, the recommendations and restrictions can    

always change – and sometimes change rapidly. While no studies have shown 

that food is a known transmitter of CoVid-19, the close proximity and touching of 

common items is a higher risk. While community is a huge part of our faith – and these potlucks are an 

incredible gift, safety is also a priority. Please know we are anxious to “break bread” with our church 

family too, and will make plans to do so as soon as we feel we safely can.  

 

Confirmation date TBD 
     For the last 4 years, the last weekend in April has been our Confirmation service. It’s always been 

one of our biggest and most loved services. This year 6 of the students from our current class are     

planning to be confirmed, but when this service happens is still unclear. Once in-person worship         

resumes, we will begin making plans for this service, but it will be June or later before this can happen. 

One of the incredible elements of the service is the laying on of hands and anointing with oil – two     

elements are very difficult to do while maintain 6 feet between families!  

     While we are looking forward to this service, we also want to make sure those incredible youth are 

able to experience all the meaningful parts of the service. We want their whole family to be there. We 

want them to feel the presence of the community praying for them. And this means waiting until we can 

do it “right” instead of just getting it done. If it’s possible, the Hospitality Team will also offer a meal in 

conjunction with the service, but this is also up in the air.  

     Thank you all for your patience, especially these youth and their families who are dealing with the 

uncertainty of timing. But, in the meantime, don’t miss out on their incredible faith stories. The             

recordings of their stories were shared in worship on April 19 and 26, with more planned for May 3 and 

May 10. If you missed those services, you can still watch them on our Facebook page!  

 

Facebook Bible study another way to connect 
     Did you know Faith United has a daily bible study open to everyone? This 

spring a group started with a study on Matthew, then transitioned to Mark and is 

now working through Luke and Acts. Reading one chapter a day and then     

sharing in the online discussion is a simple, daily routine to keep us connected 

with Christ and one another. You can jump on whenever it fits your schedule to 

participate. Contact Pastor Mike or Wendy if you would like to be added to the Facebook group!  

 

UMW News: 
Just a quick reminder to United Methodist Women: Due to Pandemic we are not meeting in person for 

UMW or for Sew ‘N Sews. Those in attendance at UMW were allowed to take home the book we are 

reading: Praying Circles around your children, By Mark Batterson. They are available at church. The 

Spring Meeting for Gateway District was canceled as was Mission U. Please stay safe. Remember to 

call each other and stay in touch. Please call on phone to our shut-ins. With no family visits, their days 

get long. Just a reminder that the Upper Room is available for free online. Keep the faith. We will meet 

again! God's Blessings to all. 



Pantry still going, need is volunteers above all 
     The Gibbon Free Pantry is still serving our community in this crazy 

time! Currently we have been prepackaging boxes for pickup on      

Tuesday and Thursday nights. We’re averaging 20 families a night, but 

we know there is much more need in our community. While we know the 

prepackaged boxes are not as ideal for our patrons, it is the safest 

method for this time. We can all relate. If any of us went to the grocery 

store and were not allowed to choose what we got, we wouldn’t see it as ideal either. In the weeks 

ahead, we will discuss and consider what best practices will be to fully reopen.  

     Thanks to some incredible donations from members of our church and area businesses, the 

pantry is very secure financially. There are some “supply chain” restraints from the increased      

demand at the Food Bank, so we’ve been purchasing some items locally – a way we can support 

the local economy during this time too! 

     We have some wonderful volunteers who have stepped in as many of our older volunteers 

make the wise decision to limit their exposure. Finding the balance between having enough         

volunteers to unload deliveries, pack boxes, and staff distributions without having more people  

than is safe for distancing is a challenge. If you would like to volunteer sometime, please touch 

base with Pastor Mike. As of this writing we are not requiring volunteers to wear masks, but we do        

encourage it. And that requirement is quite possibly a reality in the weeks to come. If you don’t 

have a mask, let us know and we will arrange to get you one from our wonderful Sew ‘N Sew        

ladies!    

  

VBS dates set, but if we have it still unknown 
      Planning for an event months away is pretty challenging in a time like this. 

But our Children’s Ministry team is trying to do just that. Our Vacation Bible 

School dates have been set for July 6-9. But what that will look like and even 

if it will be feasible at that time is still unknown. We’re doing our best to plan 

as though VBS can happen, but are also making contingency plans in case it 

cannot. With VBS 2019 being cut short during the July flooding, we are aware 

cancelling two years of VBS is no easy decision.  

    Will VBS include a meal this year? Will we have enough volunteers who feel safe enough to     

offer all our stations? How would we “social distance” best if we need to? Do we offer all ages, or is 

it wiser to only have some ages participate? Those are all questions we may not have solid           

answers to for weeks to come.  

    But there are still things we can be doing to prepare. 1) If you are planning to help, please make 

sure you are current on your Safe Gatherings training. Talk to Pastor Mike if you are unsure. 2) If 

you are willing to help, or may be willing to help depending on what’s decided and how things 

change, please let Carol or Amy know. We are very aware that how comfortable people are about 

all this could change, but we want to plan what we can when we can. 3) Share your thoughts –    

respectfully! There is so much unknown right now and everything can change quickly. Just think 

about life 2 months ago! We need to know what others are thinking about all of this, but we also 

need to be respectful of others views even if they are different than yours! But the best way to 

make the best decisions is when we know what others are thinking instead of trying to guess! 


