
March 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

10:10am Choir 

10:30am Worship 

7:00pm Youth & Women’s 

Bible Study @ Parsonage 

2 

9am-4pm WIC 

3 4 

6:15pm Confirmation 

6:30pm Choir 

7:30pm Trustees 

7:30pm Youth Group 

5 6 7 

6:00pm Worship 

8 

10:10am Choir 

10:30am Worship 

2:00pm Survivor’s Group 

7:00pm Youth & Women’s 

Bible Study @ Parsonage 

9 10 11 

9:00am Sew ‘N Sews 

6:15pm Confirmation 

7:30pm Youth Group 

12 

7:00pm Bible 

101 

13 14 

6:00pm Worship 

15 

10:30am Worship 

7:00pm Youth & Women’s 

Bible Study @ Parsonage 

16 17 18 

9:30am UMW 

7:00pm Ad Council 

7:30pm Youth Group 

19 20 

 

NEWSLETTER  

DEADLINE 

21 

6:00pm Worship 

6:30pm Potluck 

Dinner 

22 

10:30am Worship 

7:00pm Youth & Women’s 

Bible Study @ Parsonage 

23 24 25 

9:00am Sew ‘N Sews 

6:15pm Confirmation 

6:30pm Choir 

7:30pm Youth Group 

26 

7:00pm Bible 

101 

27 28 

6:00pm Worship 

29 

10:10am Choir 

10:30am Worship 

7:00pm Youth & Women’s 

Bible Study @ Parsonage 

30 31     



DATE USHERS 
SCRIPTURE 

READER 
CHILDREN'S 

TIME 
AUDIO COUNTER 

REFRESH-
MENTS 

1-Mar 

Kyle & Eryn             
Swanson 

Eryn Swanson Pastor Mike Miller Betty Jacques Youth Group 

Brandon & Betty 
Jacques 

        Luncheon 

            

            

8-Mar 

Don & Linda Keiper Jack Shuler Linda Keiper Christensen 
Gina           

Christensen 
Sew 'N Sews 

Jack & Helen Shuler         (Bobbie Cline) 

            

            

15-Mar 

Kyle & Eryn       
Swanson 

Betty Jacques 
Brandon 
Jacques 

Rockefeller 
Brandon 
Jacques 

Lee & Vickie 

Brandon & Betty 
Jacques 

        Power  

            

            

22-Mar 

Don & Linda Keiper 
Shannon 
Mitchell  

Amy Holcomb  Catlin 
Pastor Mike 

Evans 
Amy Holcomb 

Jack & Helen Shuler         
Gina              

Christensen 

            

            

29-Mar 

Confirmation Class 
Confirmation 

Class 
Confirmation 

Class 
Miller 

Gina          
Christensen 

Hospitality 
Team 

          (Linda Keiper) 

            

            

01– Larry Fox 08– Laynie Earll 20– Kim Wadkins 

01– Pam Rasmussen 12– Trevon Kollars 22– Bill Kennedy 

02– Chase Middleswart 12– James Winchester 24– Greg Brodine 

03– Diane Good 13– Nora Fries 25– Bob Godberson 

03– Brooklyn Murr 15– Mike Treadway 28– Barb Boelter 

04– Skylar Libra 15– Erica Morgan 30– Jocelyn Shea 

05– Kirk Summers 16– Barb Summers 30– Christopher Mercer 

05– Daniel Mercer 16– Levi Leisinger 31– Emma Kucera 

06– Kolten Kenning 18– Delores Kowalewski  

08– Henry Jurgens 19– Collie Dolan  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCJPahenD7cgCFQs3PgodYB4IOQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cortjohnson.org%2Fforums%2Fthreads%2Fhappy-birthday-cort.2989%2F&psig=AFQjCNHMhlSIrGPdmYo8dwDNOLuUf8q-fw&ust=


Pride-filled moments paint new picture of God 
      I admit it. I’ve had a lot of proud moments in the last few 

weeks. Recently both my boys started the process for their 

Eagle Project as they get closer to completing this Boy 

Scout journey. With church, seminary, ordination, and now 

foster care again, I’ve not been as involved in their scout 

journey as I would like. But that doesn’t make me any less 

proud of all they are accomplishing.  

     This month our church hosted our first-ever First          

Responder Banquet. The whole idea for the event sprung 

from a place of pride. We have such an incredible           

community and our First Responders are a big part of that. 

It was an honor to be able to gather these amazing men and women together for an evening and 

say thanks.  

     But there were so many other proud moments along the way. The church ladies put together    

another absolutely incredible meal. People made table decorations. Second graders from the school 

made thank you cards. The Fellowship of Christian Athletes (FCA) came to help serve. Confirmation 

students helped set up tables, serve, and clean up afterward. And the gifts. Oh my goodness!      

Several people from our congregation donated items. But our Administrative Assistant, Gina       

Christensen, spent so much time on this and even recruited students from the FBLA to help get     

donations from local businesses. Gina was incredible. When it was all said and done there was 

more than $1,000 given plus so many in-kind donations that every first responder there got to 

choose 4 gifts!  

     Then the next night packed with other proud moments. Wendy and I started off the night going to 

watch our middle school boys play basketball. I was so proud of the young men from our youth 

group and confirmation class. We then ran over and watched our high school girls at districts. I’ve 

had the chance to watch several of these incredible young women grow up over the years. And 

while the score board didn’t say what we wanted in the end, it was so awesome watching these     

ladies play their hearts out. After the game, Wendy and I ran (almost literally) across the building so 

we could watch Gabe in his show choir performance and hear his solo one more time. So much 

pride in all these amazing people I’m blessed to know and serve alongside.  

     I know that the bible speaks against pride, but I think there is some nuance to what that means. I 

remember a men’s bible study years back where we talked about this topic. There’s a difference     

between being proud of others – or even what we’re able to do – verses pride in who we are. In 

more modern language – it’s the fine line between confident and cocky. Healthy pride isn’t saying 

“I’m all that” but a place of gratitude, “I’m so honored to be able to do this.”  

      On the car ride home Wendy and I talked about how proud we were of those specific events and 

individuals, but also of all the incredible things our church and community does. And in the             

conversation Wendy painted this incredible picture of God. “Can’t you just see God in heaven       

saying, ‘Hey! Look there. Look what one of my kids is about to do. Isn’t that so awesome!”  I don’t 

know about you, but that’s the way I want God to look on us. I want to live a life that pleases God – 

that makes God proud. I fail at that sometimes – we all do – but there are those moments we should 

cherish, and try to duplicate. Those moments we can make our God proud.  



Special Services to put on your calendar 
Confirmation Leads Worship – March 29th  

As the Confirmation youth learn more about the different parts of   

worship and the meaning behind them, they will also be planning and 

leading all aspects of worship on March 31. The youth will select or 

write the prayers, choose the music and scripture, and lead the      

congregation in all these elements of worship. Help support these youth as they grow in their faith 

by being a part of worship.  

 

Youth Faith Stories – March/April 

We will again have our Confirmation youth share their “Faith    

Story” in worship. Students will share a 3-5 minute presentation on their 

faith journey. Each youth will decide what and how to share their stories about an event,   

person or experience which helped them grow in their faith. Students will begin picking which week 

they will share soon.   

 

Palm Sunday – April 5
th

  

Our children will be part of our Palm Sunday celebration again this year. 

Children will parade in the palms as we remember the beautiful entry of 

Christ’s return to Jerusalem. We are still in the planning stages and 

would encourage anyone who wants to help or share in worship that 

week to contact Pastor Mike.  

 

Maundy Thursday (7pm) – April 9
th

   

Gathering in the upper room, Jesus’ disciples knew there was         

something special about this Passover meal, but could not have understood 

the impact of what was about to happen. 2,000 years later we ask just how 

well we grasp the events of that night and how they are meant to shape our lives today. Join us for 

an evening of worship and reflection as we examine our faith in light of Christ’s actions.  

 

Easter Sunrise and Sunday Worship – April 12
th

  

Easter is the cornerstone of who we are as Christians. This year we will have 2 

services. We will start with a Sunrise service at 6:45am either by the river or at 

the church (weather pending). Then, at 10:30 we will have an Easter              

Celebration service at the church.  Come to either or both services. Join us as 

we look at what it means to be an Easter People, and be sure to invite your 

family and neighbors!  

               

       

      Looking Ahead    

Confirmation Sunday – April 26
th

 

Graduate Sunday – May 3
rd

 
 



Prayer Quilt Sunday (& Saturday) event coming up 
    More than 1,000 quilts have gone out to people in our 

church family, community, and beyond reminding them they 

are COVERED IN PRAYER through the incredible prayer quilt 

ministry of our Sew ‘N Sews. Our first ever Prayer Quilt       

Sunday (and Saturday!) is coming up. On Feb. 29 and March 

1, we encourage everyone to bring their prayer quilt to         

worship. You can hold onto it in the pew, or display it in the 

front of the sanctuary or in the Fellowship Hall. We will also 

have a prize for the most loved (that is most torn, stained and 

worn out). And, if you can’t make it to worship that day, we’d love you to send us a picture so we 

can do a slideshow as well!  

Taco/Nacho bar meal aids youth missions 
    Our Youth program will have a taco and nacho 

bar fundraiser meal after worship on Sunday, 

March 1
st
. Your free-will donation will go toward 

helping cover fees for our youth and sponsors to 

be part of One Event Reimagined, a 4-day mis-

sion project in the Omaha area for all conference 

youth. These Christians will represent Christ and 

us in a variety of mission projects from flood relief to homelessness. And these fundraisers help 

them serve without the burden of so much cost. Mark your calendars and plan to join us!  

Ham/roast up next for March 21 Saturday potluck  
     Join us for a wonderful time of fellowship and sharing at the     

Saturday Night Potluck on Saturday, March 21
st
.  Everyone is       

welcome even if you don’t attend Saturday night worship.      

     For March we’ll be serving ham and roast beef. The drinks and 

table service will be provided. Everyone is encouraged to bring a 

salad, side dish, or dessert to share.  

     You can join us for Saturday night worship at 6pm or just come 

for the meal following at approximately 6:30pm (depending on how long-winded the pastor is!). It’s 

a great opportunity to connect with one another in a smaller setting.  

 

Saturday Night Pianist Needed 

 

If interested please contact 
Pastor Mike for additional          

information 



Incredible conference for YOU 
     An exciting opportunity for laity is happening just down 

the road. The Laity Summit will take place on Saturday, 

March 21, 2020 from 9 to 4 at Kearney First UMC. It will 

be a one-stop leadership gathering with worship,          

workshops, childcare, and food! Cost is just $15 and our 

church will reimburse you for it! Learn more about our 

role in the denomination, and learn skills to help you as 

an individual and us as a church! Talk to Pastor Mike or Kathy Pierce for more details, or sign up 

at www.greatplainsumc.org ! 

Help us grow and “track” our online worship 
     Life is busy. With travels, commitments, kids, 

weather, and illness, getting to worship every 

week isn’t easy. But with Facebook live, you can 

watch online anytime! This incredible technology 

allows our church another way to connect, and 

we believe it will be a growing part of how we 

serve our church family, community, and world. If 

you can’t be in worship for some reason, we      

encourage you to find a time during the week to 

watch online. You can even fast forward to just 

the parts you want! It’s a great ministry, but we 

need your help!  

     The conference is now asking us to track and report our online attendance. Unfortunately, 

there’s not an easy way for us to “track” who actually watched these services without your help. 

So, if you watch any part of the worship service, we ask that you leave a comment. It can simply be 

“watching” and the number of people from your household watching at that time. While we don’t 

keep track of every name like we do in worship, this allows us to have an accurate count of how 

many people are touched by our service each week. So, please watch when you can and make 

sure to comment when you do! Thanks!  

Trips adjust pastoral office hours/availability  
      Pastor Mike be gone on trips in the weeks to come. Please be 

aware this will mean adjustments to office hours and means he will not 

be as available. During those times, pastoral needs will be covered by 

Lay Minister Linda Keiper, or by contacting Gina to arrange another     

area pastor to cover.   

March 12-15 – Pastor Mike off 

March 22-28 – Pastor Mike off, no office hours  

http://www.greatplainsumc.org


Faith United Methodist Church, 

 Thank you so much for the wonderful 

prayer blankets you gave to the three of us    

during our time of great loss. The prayer       

blankets are such a wonderful ministry you     

provide! 

   Love, 

    The Family of 

     Scott Bennett 

To all of the lovely ladies of Sew ‘N Sews, 

 Thank you so much for the beautiful 

prayer quilt while I was recovering from my    

hospital visit. I really appreciate your            

thoughtfulness. It is amazing to be lifted up in 

prayer by such a great group of women. Thank 

you for your friendship! 

    Brenda Yockey  

     

Pastoral hospital/home visits made by request 
Just a reminder that we’re counting on YOU to let us know if you 

would like a hospital or home visit. Privacy laws mean the hospital 

will not contact your church or pastor unless you request it. And,     

despite being here nearly 5 years your pastor isn’t always “in the 

know” about these things! As a pastor I  also recognize pastoral care 

has changed. Not everyone wants the pastor knocking on their door 

or visiting them regularly. For everyone who wants a visit there are 

others who don’t. So please help us serve you better by letting us 

know when you might want a visit! While I may not be able to make every visit every time, I          

certainly won’t make the visits people don’t tell me they want!  

EASTER LILIES ORDER FORM 

$17.00 Each 

Orders must be in the church office  

NO LATER THAN SUNDAY, March 22nd 
 

 

I would like ________ Easter Lilies 

 

In Memory of_______________________________________________________ 

 

Or  

 

In Honor of________________________________________________________ 

 

I have enclosed $__________ to cover the cost 

 

My / Our Name(s) is / are _______________________________________________ 



First Responder Banquet 


